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PROPOSALS 

For  carrying  on  the 

WAR  with  Vigour,  @V. 


[  Price  One  Shilling,  j 
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PROPOSALS 


For  carrying  on  the 


WAR  with  Vigour, 


Raifing  the 


Supplies  within  the  Y ear, 

And  Forming  a 

NATIONAL  MILITIA. 


To  which  are  added, 

Confiderations  in  Refpedt  to  Manufacturers  and 
Labourers,  and  the  Taxes  paid  by  them  j  the 
Inconveniencies  of  Credit  for  fmall  Sums,  and 
the  Courts  lately  erefted  to  recover  them. 

Intended  to  demonftrate. 

That  it  is  not  the  Dearnefs  of  the  Labour  of  the  Poor,  but 
the  Profits  and  Expences  of  higher  Clafles  of  People, 
which  are  the  real  Clog  on  the  Foreign  Trade  and 
Commerce  of  E  N  G  L  J  N  D. 


LONDON: 

printed  For  M.  Cooper,  at  the  Globe  in  Pater- 

iiofter-Row,  1757. 


PROPOSALS 


For  carrying  on  the  War 


A  T  a  Time  when  this  Nation  is  neceflari- 
/-%  ly  engaged  in  a  War,  for  the  Preferva- 
^  ^  tion  of  her  Commerce  and  Colonies, 
againd  a  dangerous  and  powerful  Enemy ;  and 
when,  of  Confequence,  it  becomes  the  Duty  of 
every  Briton ,  to  deel  his  Bread,  with  a  deady 
and  determined  Refolution,  to  hazard  his  Per- 
fon  and  to  facrifice  his  Fortune,  in  Defence  of 
his  Religion,  Liberty,  Property,  Poderity,  Re¬ 
lations,  Friends,  and  whatever  elfe  is  dear  and 
valuable  in  Society  :  In  fuch  a  State  of  Things, 
I  fay,  when  a  Temper  like  this  is  abfolutely  re¬ 
quire,  for  the  Attainment  of  the  fird  and 
greated  of  temporal  Purpofes,  the  Prefervation 
and  Welfare  of  our  Country,  it  is  a  mod  me¬ 
lancholy  Conllderation,  to  hear  many  Perfons 
of  Rank  and  Fortune  talk  of  our  Condition  in  a 
defpairing  and  defponding  Manner,  and  thereby 
daunt  that  Spirit  at  Home,  which  can  alone 
give  us  Succefs  Abroad.  Indead  of  thus  fpread- 
ing  Terror  and  Difmay,  which  can  lerve  only 
to  invite  Didrefs,  and  haden  that  Ruin  which 
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they  feem  fo  much  to  fear,  they  ought  furely  to 
(hew  their  own  Significance,  by  exhorting  the 
People  to  exert  with  Courage  the  Strength, 
Riches,  and  Power,  of  thele  Nations,  againfi: 
their  implacable  Enemies.  They  ought  to  point 
out  to  them  the  Retources  we  have  within  our- 
felves,  which  are  fully  fuflicient,  if  chearfully 
employed  and  wifely  conduced,  not  only  to  de¬ 
fend  Great- Britain  and  Ireland  from  all  Invad¬ 
ers,  but  alfo  to  prefer ve  our  Trade  and  to  pro¬ 
tect  our  Colonies,  and  even  to  make  our  Ene¬ 
mies  feel,  in  their  foreign  Pofieflions,  how  dan¬ 
gerous  it  is  to  injure  and  provoke  a  free  People. 
But  as  this  is  not  the  Duty  alone  of  the  Rich 
and  Great,  but  of  every  Individual  alfo,  who 
has  the  Honour  to  be  born,  and  the  Haprpinefs 
to  live,  under  this  excellent  Conflitution,  the 
following  Thoughts,  I  hope,  will  not  be  unac¬ 
ceptable,  as  they  flow  folely  from  an  impartial  In¬ 
tention  to  fet  thele  important  Points  in  as  clear 
and  as  ft rong  a  Light  as  it  is  in  the  Power  of  a 
private  Man  to  place  them. 

A  s  to  the  Meafures  requiiite  to  be  taken  for 
eftablifhing  a  competent  Force  for  carrying  on 
the  War  with  Vigour,  we  have  not  the  leaft 
Reafon  to  doubt  that  they  may  be  taken  with¬ 
out  any  grievous  Diftrefs  to  the  Nation.  There 
are  certainly,  within  the  united  Kingdoms  of 
Great- Britain  and  Kingdom  of  Ireland ,  in¬ 
cluding  thole  who  are  already  in  his  Majefty’s 
Service,  a  fuflicient  Number  of  Men  lit  to  bear 
Arms,  without  taking  any  from  necelfary  La¬ 
bour, 
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bour,  or  from  their  Employment  in  ufeful  Ma¬ 
nufactures.  In  order  to  be  fatisfied  in  this,  let 
us  confider  what  the  Numbers  are  that  may  be 
required  for  the  Sea  and  Land  Service,  and  it 
will  appear  to  every  Man,  who  is  a  competent 
Judge  of  the  prefent  State  of  thefe  Nations, 
that,  without  any  great  Difficulty,  they  may  be 
fupplied  and  recruited  from  Time  to  Time,  fo 
long  as  the  War  (hall  continue,  and  render  the 
Support  of  fuch  Armaments  necelfary. 

W  e  ffiall  iuppofe,  that  fixty  thoufand  Sea¬ 
men  are  annually  employed  on  board  the  Navy  ; 
that  thirty  thoufand  regular  Troops  be  kept  on 
Foot  in  South,  ten  thoufand  in  North  Britain  ; 
twenty  thoufand  in  Ireland,  and  that  twenty 
thoufand  more  are  dellined  for  the  Service  in 
Gibraltar ,  the  Protection  of  the  Colonies,  and 
to  aft  againft  the  Enemy  in  other  Places,  as 
Occafion  may  require. 

As  ample  an  Eflabliffiment  as  this  may 
feem,  and  as  great  as  the  Expence  muft  be, 
with  which  it  will  naturally  be  attended,  lince, 
except  the  twenty  thoufand  Men  in  Ireland,  ail 
thefe  Seamen  and  Soldiers  muft  be  fupported  by 
Great-Britain  ;  yet  it  may  be  with  Truth  af¬ 
firmed,  that  this  vaft  Expence  can  never  impo- 
verifh  us.  For,  as  almoft  all  the  Money  railed 
for  their  Subfiftance  will  be  expended  here  at 
Home,  or  in  our  Settlements  and  Colonies 
Abroad,  from  whence  it  will  be  quickly  drawn 
again  for  the  Produce  of  our  Manufactures,  it 
is  demonftrable,  that,  in  a  National  hew,  the 
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neceffary  Difburfements  for  this  formidable 
Fleet  and  Army  will  not  affedt  our  Trade,  or 
diminish  our  Riches,  in  the  fame  Degree  as  the 
Maintenance  but  of  ten  thoufand  Men  in  Flan¬ 
ders,  or  the  Payment  of  one  hundred  thoufand 
Pounds  per  Annum  in  foreign  Subfidies.  So 
wide  the  Difference  is  in  the  Expence  of  a  War 
made  by  our  own  Troops  for  cur  own  Service, 
and  the  Sums  that  are  requifite  to  fuftain  our 

Share  in  any  general  Confederacy  upon  the  Con¬ 
tinent. 

The  Caufes  of  this  effential  and  furprizing 
Di:; indiion  in  Expence,  are  not  either  hard  to 
find,  or  difficult  to  be  underflood  j  for,  while 
the  Money  fpent  in  our  Service,  is  fpent  among 
ourfelves,  it  only  creates  a  Circulation  through 
new  Channels ;  whereas,  if  we  maintain  either 
our  own  Troops  upon  the  Continent,  or  pay 
thofe  of  other  Princes  and  States  for  adting  in 
our  Service,  whatever  Sums  are  either  remitted, 
or  lent  in  Specie,  becomes  fo  much  Money  loft 
to  the  Nation ;  or  which  is  the  fame  thing, 
though  confidered  in  another  point  of  Light, 
diminifh  the  Ballance  of  our  Trade,  with  thofe 
Nations  by  whom  we  are  Gainers ;  or  increafe 
that  Ballance  in  favour  of  thole  Countries,  that 
from  our  Intercourfe  in  Trade  with  them,  are 
Gainers  by  us. 

W e  may  alfo  confider,  that  in  fo  large,  and 
in  fo  complicated  an  Expence,  there  muft  be 
room  for  great  Savings ,  by  a  prudent  Oeconomy, 

without ; 
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without  any  Diminution,  of  what  is  really  re- 
quifite  for  the  feveral  Services. 

It  is  but  too  evident,  that  in  the  Sums  expend¬ 
ed  in  the  building,  fitting,  and  vidualling  the 
Navy,  there  is  fome  wafte  ;  and  it  is  well  enough 
known,  that  the  Wages  paid  to  Britijh  Seamen, 
that  is,  the  Wages  which  the  Publick  pays,  are 
higher  than  in  other  Nations.  In  refpedt  to  the 
former,  a  late  Writer  has  very  clearly  fhewn,  that 
ten  per  Cent,  at  leaft,  might  be  faved,  if  all  the 
Contra&s  were  made  for  ready  Money.  I  will 
take  the  Liberty  of  adding  to  this ;  that  a  far¬ 
ther  Saving  to  a  very  confiderable  Amount, 
might  be  made,  by  fupprefiing  Frauds,  and 
corre&ing  Abufes  in  the  Dock-Yards ,  &c.  which 
are  as  fcandalous  from  their  Notoriety,  as  detri¬ 
mental  in  their  Confequences  to  the  Publick. 

I  n  refpedt  to  the  latter,  that  is  Seamen’s 
Wages,  their  Tickets  are  at  this  time  fold  at 
forty  per  Cent.  Difcount;  or  in  other  Words  the 
poor  Men  lofe  eight  Shillings  out  of  twenty. 
A  cruel  and  oppreffive  Deduction !  Which  if 
not  the  only,  is  at  leaft  the  principal  Caufe, 
why  Seamen  have  fo  great  a  Diflike,  and  fo 
ftrong  an  Averfion  to  the  Publick  Service  j  it  is 
this  makes  the  Practice  of  Prejjing  neceflary, 
which  at  the  fame  time  that  it  is  injurious  to 
them,  brings  a  heavy  and  unneceflary  Expence 
upon  the  Publick.  On  the  other  hand,  I  am 
well  allured,  that  if  a  proper  Fund  was  eftablilh- 
ed,  for  the  regular  Payment  of  their  Wages, 
afcertained  by  Tickets,  fent  home  to  their 

Wive* 


Wives  or  Relations,  while  abroad,  or  difcharg- 
ing  them  in  ready  Money,  as  loon  as  they  re¬ 
turned  to  Plymouth ,  Portsmouth,  or  other  Ports, 
they  would  now,  as  formerly  they  did,  refort 
in  Crouds  to  enter  on  board  the  King’s  Ships, 
and  be  content  likewife  with  fmaller  Wages. 

A  s  the  Money  annually  raifed  for  the  Service 
cf  the  Navy  is  as  fecure  a  Fund,  for  the  dif- 
charge  ot  Seamen’s  Wages,  as  can  be  defired  ; 
fo  nothing  is  more  eafy,  than  to  point  out  a 
plain  and  proper  Method,  for  removing  this 
Grievance,  and  relieving  thefe  valuable  Men, 
who  run  fo  many  and  fo  great  Rifks,  in  the 
Service  of  their  Country,  from  fuch  heavy  and 
iniquitous  Extortion,  and  thereby  difpofe  them, 
to  relieve  the  Publick  in  their  Turn,  from  the 
Burthen  of  rather  too  large  Wages,  which  the 
Nation  pays,  though  they  do  not  receive  it.  The 
Method  propofed  is  this.  Let  Exchequer- Bills 
be  ilfued,  with  an  Imereti  of  one  Penny  a  Day 
for  every  hundred  Pounds,  ’till  they  are  dis¬ 
charged  ;  which  ought  to  be  done,  by  fetting 
them  off  for  Payment,  as  the  Money  is  iffued 
from  the  Exchequer,  in  the  very  fame  manner 
that  is  now  pradtiied,  in  reference  to  the  Orders 
on  the  Land-Pax.  By  this  Scheme,  the  Money 
might  be  at  any  time  raifed  at  a  very  eafy  Ex¬ 
pence,  or  the  Pickets  themfelves  might  be  con¬ 
verted  into  fuch  Exchequer-Bills,  and  anfwer 
the  fame  end  as  Money.  This  is  a  Remedy  fo 
eafy,  and  fo  pradticable,  for  a  Mifchief  fo  great 
and  of  fo  long  Continuance,  that  one  would 

hope 
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hope,  that  it  would  fcarce  be  fooner  mentioned, 
than  adopted  ;  fince  it  would  turn  equally  to  the 
Account  of  the  Seamen  and  the  Nation,  and 
only  take  an  exorbitant  Profit  from  thofe,  who 
have  been  but  too  long  connived  at  in  preying 
upon  both. 

The  Pay  allowed  to  the  Army  is  much 
higher  in  Great- Britain  and  Ireland ,  than  in 
any  other  Part  of  Europe,  yet  as  our  way  of 
Living  is  very  different  from,  and  the  neceffa- 
ries  of  Life  much  more  expenfive  than  in  other 
Nations,  I  am  very  far  from  propofing  any  Re¬ 
duction  whatever  in  the  Pay  of  the  Soldiers. 
On  the  contrary,  I  could  with  their  Income 
was  increased,  by  employing  them  four  Days 
in  a  Week ,  in  mending  the  Publick  Roads, 
making  Rivers  navigable,  repairing  Fortifica- 
tions,  or  where  nothing  of  this  Kind  is  to  be 
done,  in  mowing,  reaping,  threfhing,  or  any 
other  Labour  of  that  Sort.  This  would  anfwer 
fo  many  valuable  Purpofes,  that  I  perfwade  my- 
felf  it  will  meet  with  Approbation,  whenever 
it  finds  a  proper  degree  of  Attention. 

For  in  the  firff  Place,  it  will  render  thefe 
Men  doubly  ufeful  to  their  Country,  reduce  the 
Price  of  Labour,  where  it  is  exorbitant,  facili¬ 
tate  Works  of  publick  Utility,  which  for  want 
of  Hands  are  negleCted.  In  the  next  Place,  it 
will  enable  thofe  Men  to  get  their  Bread  readi¬ 
ly  and  honeflly,  whenever  they  are  reduced  or 
difbanded  j  it  will  make  them  more  familiar 
with,  and  lefs  obnoxious  to,  the  People,  of  the 

feveral 
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fcveral  Counties,  in  which  they  are  quartered. 
In  their  military  Capacity  again,  it  will  render 
a  Soldier’s  Life  lefs  irkfome,  and  more  reputa¬ 
ble  ;  it  will  keep  them  in  better  Health,  and 
take  away  moll  of  the  Temptations  to  Defer- 
tion ;  at  the  fame  time  that  they  become  more 
adtive,  hardy,  and  robuft,  and  confequently 
qualify  them  much  better  for  Service,  than  if 
they  had  no  other  Employment  than  curling 
and  powdering  their  Hair,  fauntering  about  the 
Streets ;  lounging  over  a  Pack  of  Cards  at  an 
Alehoufe,  and  fpreading  a  Spirit  of  Lazinefs  and 
Debauchery  through  the  Youth  of  both  Sexes  in 
the  Neighboured  of  thofe  Places  in  which  they 
are  quartered. 

A  s  by  working  four  Days,  they  would  cer¬ 
tainly  earn  from  t-wo  to  three  Shillings  a  Week, 
and  as  the  greateft  Part  of  this  Money,  would 
be  probably  confumed  in  the  Inns  and  Publick 
Houfes  where  they  are  quartered,  and  where  of 
Courfe  they  would  fpend  their  Evenings  com¬ 
fortably,  after  the  Labour  of  the  Day  was  over ; 
this  would  render  them  no  longer  unwelcome 
Guefts,  but  on  the  contrary  would  create  fuch 
a  Circulation  of  Money,  that  indead  of  dreading 
their  Approach  or  folliciting  their  Removal,  thofe 
who  are  now  fo  much  afraid  ot  them,  would 
rejoice  at  their  coming,  and  be  very  glad  of  their 
continuing,  at  leaft  there  would  be  an  end  of  a 
Grievance,  that  has  been  often  and  loudly  re- 
prefented,  as  deftrudtive  of  the  Livelihood  of 

■thofe 
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tbofe  who  in  other  refpeds  contribute  largely 
to  the  Publick  Revenue. 

By  this  Scheme,  lo  limple  in  itfelf,  which 
may  be  conceived  as  foon  as  read,  and  without 
any  difficulty  carried  into  Pradice,  the  Troops 
of  Great-  Britain  would  be  kept  in  con  Pant 
Order,  under  exact  Difcipline,  be  lefs  obnoxi¬ 
ous,  of  much  more  Utility,  then  they  are  at 
prefent,  and  withal  receive  double  Pay,  without 
putting  the  Publick  to  a  Penny  more  Expence. 

Before  we  proceed  to  the  great  Point  of 
exhibiting  the  Means  by  which,  in  Conjunction 
with  the  prefent  national  Revenue,  all  the  Sup¬ 
plies  neceffarv  for  the  Payment  of  the  Forces, 
and  for  the  Difcharge  of  other  extraordinary 
Expences,  infeparable  from  a  State  of  War, 
may  be  raifed  within  the  Compafs  of  the  current 
Tear-,  it  will  be  expedient  to  lay  down  a  few 
Propoiitions,  relative  to  the  Method  of  impoling 
and  collecting,  as  well  the  Taxes  that  at  prefent 
fubfift,  as  the  new  Ones,  that  are  to  be  pro- 
pofed.  For  this  is  a  Point  of  very  great  Impor¬ 
tance,  fince  an  Error  committed  therein,  may 
render  a  Tax  very  light  in  itfelf  highly  grievous 
to  the  Subjed ;  as,  on  the  contrary,  heavier 
Taxes,  that  is,  fuch  as  bring  more  Money  into 
the  publick  Treafury,  may  be  levied  in  luch  a 
Manner,  as  to  be  lefs  troublefome,  and  at  the 
fame  time,  lefs  burthenfome  to  the  People. 

In  the  hrft  Place  then  I  mud;  cbferve,  that 
many  .of  the  Taxes  which  are  now  paid,  are 
charged  upon  the  Commodities  in  the  Hands  of 
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the  original  Manufacturer  ^  or  j Importer  y  and 
confequently  draw  with  them,  through  their 
whole  Progrefs,  a  Profit  upon  that  Tax,  as  well 
as  upon  their  fir/1  Value,  or  prime  Cod,  For 
u  is  the  C iif lorn  o/  Merchants,  and  alfo  of 
Dealers  of  every  Denomination,  and  in  itfelf 
not  unjuft  or  unreafonable  either,  to  expedt  a 
proportionable  Profit,  that  is,  fo  much  in  the 
pound  or  per  Cent,  on  all  the  Money  employed 
in  Trade,  whether  originally  paid  for  the  Goods, 
or  advanced  for  Taxes,  which  indeed  the  Dea¬ 
ler  rarciy  di/tinguifihes,  and  if  he  did,  he  would 
probably  expert  more  upon  the  latter  than  up¬ 
on  the  former,  for  he  frequently  buys  the  Goods 
upon  Creci it,  whereas,  generally  /peaking,  he 
pays  the  Tax  in  ready  Money.  In  the  very 
next  Inftance,  the  value  of  the  Goods,  and  the 
Tax  upon  them,  are  fo  effeftually  blended,  that 
they  pafs  together  under  the  general  Name  of 
the  Price ,  upon  which,  a  proportionable  Profit 


me  half  of  that  Sum  is  paid,  as  the  Produce  of 
thofe  Taxes,  into  the  Exchequer.  Hence  it 
comes  to  pafs,  that  a  Drawback  of  the  original 
Tax,  or  Sum  paid  in  the  firft  In  dance,  for  Du- 
ty,  cannot  in  any  degree  anfvver  the  purpofe  of 
Exportation  to  a  foreign  Market ;  knee  it  redores 
to  the  Exporter  only  the  bare  Tax  or  Duty  fir  it 
impofed,  and  leaves  upon  him  the  Burthen  of 
thofe  repeated  Profits,  which  is  very  often  equal 
to  the  Drawback  he  receives  ;  and  confequently 
thofe  Goods  go  as  heavily  loaded  abroad,  as  they 
would  have  done,  if  the  Tax  had  been  paid  by 
him,  without  any  allowance  of  a  Drawback. 

It  follows  naturally  from  the  former  Obfer- 
vation,  that  all  r axes  ihould  be  laid  as  near  as 
poffible  in  the  lad  Indance,  and  upon  the  im¬ 
mediate  Confumer,  and  in  proportion  only  to 
what  he  confumes ;  which  lad  Circumdance 
rtas  hitnerto  been  very  wifely  pradlifed  in  this 
Country,  there  being  nothing  more  unjuft  or 
absurd,  than  that  a  Man  fliould  pay  a  Tax  for 
what  he  does  not  conlume.  \  et  as  obvious  as 
this  Abfurdity  feems  to  be,,  it  is  neverthelels 
pradlifed  in  France  with  regard  to  Salt,  and  in 
Holland  with  refpedl  to  Tea,  French  Wine, 
and  many  other  Articles,  for  the  Liberty  of  ufing 
which,  People  are  compelled  to  pay  a  certain 
Sum,  whether  their  Confumption  be  little  or 
much.  The  Dedgn  of  this  is  to  render  the  Re¬ 
venue  more  certain,  whereas  it  is  the  Duty  of 
every  Government  in  railing  of  Taxes,  to  levy 

C  2  them 


[  12  ] 

them  as  equally,  as  ealily,  and  with  as  little 

Charge  to  the  People  as  it  is  poffible. 

A  j  y  next  Pofition  is,  that  all  Peifons  v*ho 

oain  their  fubfillance  by  hard  Labour,  and  the 
fewer  Chi's  of  Manufacturers,  who  draw  a 
Livelihood  for  themfclves  and  their  Families 
from  their  Ingenuity  and  Induftry,  ougnt  not 
to  feel  the.  Weight  of  any  of  the  new  Taxes; 
frft,  becaufe  the  Burthen  they  bear  is  great 
enough  already  ;  and  fecondly,  becaufe  fuch  Peo¬ 
ple  are  extremely  ufeful  to  the  Pubiick,  from 
the  Manner  in  which  they  acquire  their  Bread, 
and  would  themfclves  become  a  Burthen  to  it, 
if  by  any  unneceftary  Addition,  the  Load 
fhould  be  made  too  heavy  for  them  to  bear ; 
for  nothing  can  be  more  juft,  than  that  thole 
who  hardly  earn  the  Neceilaries  oi  Life,  fhould 
have  no  farther  Difficulty  put  upon  them  ;  and 
nothing  is  plainer,  than  that,  it  any  new  ax,r® 
were  injudiciouOy  laid,  thefe  valuable  People 
muft  be  the  very  hrft  who  fink  under  them  ; 
a  Thing  altogether  inconfiftent  with  the  Genius 
of  our  mild  and  equitable  Government  _ 

After  laying  down  thefe  Preliminaries,  I 
propofe,  that  the  new  Taxes  which  are  requi¬ 
site  \o  be  impofed  for  railing  the  neceffary 
Supplies  within  the  Year,  be  impofed  upon  the 
Follies,  Vanities,  Vices,  Luxuries,  and  extravagant 
Expences,  of  the  higher  Claffes  of  People,  or  t  o  e 
who  affeft  to  be  thought  luch.  1  preiume  fur- 
ther  to  affirm,  from  the  Experience  r dulling 
from  ft  rift  and  long  Obfervation,  that  the  fore- 
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going  Articles  are  become  fo  much  the  Tafie 
and  Fafhion,  and  are  thereby  fo  thoroughly 
wrought  into  the  Habit  and  Culloms  of  the  pre- 
fent  A»e,  that  there  is  no  Manner  of  Doubt  to 
be  made  of  their  furmfhing  an  ample  Provifion 
for  the  Exigencies  of  the  State,  as  neceflary  and 
as  great  as  they  are  at  prelent. 

I  like  wife  mult  defire  Liberty  to  add, 
in  order  to  diftinguifh  and  encourage  the  fmall 
Number  of  Perfons  who  live  rationally  and  fru¬ 
gally,  in  Spite  of  that  Torrent  of  Prof  ufion  and 
Excefs  which  too  commonly  prevails,  and  irr 
order  to  induce  others  to  follow  their  Example, 
the  new  Taxes  fhould  be  laid  on  luch  Articles 
of  Expence,  as  that  every  Perfon  may  avoid 
paying  to  the  fumptuary  Taxes  at  all,  and  be 
obliged  to  pay  no  greater  Proportion  than  he 
himfelf  thinks  fit  of  thofe  that  are  neceflary. 

But,  if  contrary  to  what  has  been  hitherto 
experienced  from  the  Reduction  of  Inteieft,  and 
from  other  cogent  Motives  to  Qeconomy,  Peo¬ 
ple  fhould  take  this  Occaflon  to  grow  wifer, 
and  to  fee  luch  Bounds  to  their  Expences,  as  to 
leflen  the  Produce  of  the  prefent  Duties,  or  hin¬ 
der  the  new  Taxes  from  bringing  in  what  from 
the  current  Courfe  of  Things  might  be  expedted, 
then  I  take  upon  me  to  fay,  that  a  new  Modi¬ 
fication  of  cur  prefent  Impofitions  may.  take 
Place,  by  which  the  fixteen  Millions,  which  it 
is  conceived  the  People  at  prelent  pay,  may  be 
very  much  reduced,  and  yet  the  clear  Reve¬ 
nue  arifing  from  them  to  the  Publick  be  lo 

much 
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much  augmented,  as  to  make  good  any  Defici¬ 
encies  occahoned  by  fuch  a  Spirit  of  Frugality 

which  is  rather  to  be  wiffied  than  feared,  rather 
hoped  for  than  cxpedted. 

I  n  order  to  this,  reducing  the  Cuftoms  at 
pretent  paid  on  many  Species  of  Commodities 
tiut  nngnt  oc  mentioned,  will  increafe  the  Re- 
venue  and  make  fome  of  the  Drawbacks  now 
paid  altogether  unncceffaryj  both  which  are 
1  hings  very  much  to  be  deiired,  as  the  former 

Y  atienuc^  vv‘1'1  many  Confequences,  and 
tne  Iatter>  generally  /peaking,  are  the  Parents 
ot  many  frauds  and  Abufes,  which  it  would 
be  very  difficult,  if  not  impoffible,  to  prevent 
any  other  wife  than  by  removing  the  CauYe. 

Amongst  otncr  pernicious  Confequences 
of  Drawbacks  we  may  in/lance  thefe,  that  ma¬ 
ny  of  them,  in  Regard  to  our  native  Commodi¬ 
ties,  enable  Foreigners  to  export  them  fo  cheap, 
as  to  underiel  us  in  our  own  Manufactures  j 
and  on  the  otnci  hand  it  may  be  obferved, 
that  our  endeavouring  to  engrofs  Manufactures 
that  aie  not  natural  to  us,  and  attempting  to 
force  their  Progrefs  by  prohibiting  the  like  Ma- 
nufaCtuies  from  other  Countries,  or  encouraging 
them  by  Bounties  here,  are  grafping  at  Shadows 
and  lofing  the  Subftance,  have  already  excited 
Foreigners  to  rival,  indeed  underfel,  us  in  ma¬ 
ny  of  our  proper  Manufactures  and  have  at  the 
fame  Time  diverted  very  confiderable  Sums,  as 
thofe  Bounties  are  generally  charged  on  the  Cu- 
flomc,  from  Billing  into  the  Publick  Revenue. 


A  HESE 
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These  Obfervations  premifed,  we  will  draw 
a  little  clofer  to  the  Matter  of  Supply,  and  con- 
iider,  in  the  firft  Place,  the  different  Methods 
that  have  been  generally  taken,  in  order  to  raife 
Money  for  the  publick  Service. 

Two  ingenious  Gentlemen,  Mr  Fauquier 
and  Mr  Pojilethwayt ,  but  more  efpecially  the 
latter,  have,  by  a  Train  of  Arguments,  fome 
very  plain  and  obvious,  others  deeper,  but  equal¬ 
ly  conclusive,  made  it  exceedingly  clear,  that 
going  on  to  raife  Money  by  increafing  the  pub- 
lick  Debt  would  be  dangerous  to  our  Conftitu- 
tion,  injurious  to  the  domeftick  Trade  and  fo¬ 
reign  Commerce  of  the  Kingdom,  deftrudive 
of  pubhck  Credit,  depreciate  the  Security  of  the 
Proprietors  of  the  prefent  Funds,  and,  in  the 
Space  of  a  few  Years,  annihilate  Part,  if  not  the 
whole,  of  their  Capital,  or  reduce  the  Intereft 
io  low,  as  to  fink  it’s  Value  extremely.  All 
thefe  pernicious  Confequences  have  been,  I  fay, 
fo  fully  demon  fixated  by  thefe  Gentlemen,  to  be 
the  natural  Effc&s  of  this  Method  of  railino- 
Money,  that  it  wrou!d  be  altogether  unneceffary 
for  me  to  infift  upon  or  repeat  their  Reafons"; 
but,  however,  I  efteem  it  necdlary  to  take  No¬ 
tice  of  fome  Points,  that,  as  far  as  I  can  recoi¬ 
led,  have  not  hitherto  been  mentioned. 

I  n  the  firft  Place,  then,  I  obferve,  that,  as 
the  publick  Securities  at  three  per  cent,  are  now 
at  about  thirteen  per  cent.  Difcount,  no  new 
Loan  can  be  expeded  on  any  new  Fund,  calcu¬ 
lated  only  to  raife  the  Intereft  at  that  Rate,  and 

not 
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not  the  Principal,  unlefs  there  be  a  Premium , 
Bonus,  Douceur,  Gratuity ,  or  Benefit ,  of  forjie 
Kind  or  other,  exceeding  in  it's  Value  the  pre- 
fen  t  Difcount.  It  follows  from  hence,  that,  in 
order  to  raife  Four  Millions  three  hundred  thou- 
fand  Pounds  clear  into  the  Exchequer,  the  A- 
mount  of  the  Premium  given  to  the  Lenders 
cannot  be  lefs  than  feven  hundred  thoufand 
Pounds,  every  Shilling  of  which  will  be  loft  to 
the  Publick,  or  become  a  Part  of  the  new  Debt, 
though  it  was  no  Part  of  the  Supply. 

I  say  farther,  that  though  there  have  been 
various  Methods  propofed  for  making  this  ne- 
cefiary  Recompence  to  the  Lenders  ;  yet  turn 
the  Modus  which  way  you  will,  the  Profit  re- 
fulting  from  it  niuft  ftill  come  up  to  the  Sum 
beforementioned ;  and,  which  is  yet  worfe, 
there  has  not  been  one  of  the  Methods  hitherto 
propofed  that  has  not  been  attended  with  very 
high  Inconveniencies,  exclufive  of  that  great 
Lois  which  mud  be  infeparable  from  thefe  Gra¬ 
tuities,  in  whatever  Shape  they  can  be  given. 
As  for  Infiance,  Life-Annuities,  at  ten  Pounds 
for  every  thoufand,  will  augment  the  annual 
Tax  one  per  cent,  for  many  Years.  A  Lottery 
Ticket  on  each  thoufand  Pounds  will  encourage 
a  mod:  pernicious  Spirit  of  gaming,  neceflarily 
attended  with  Breaches  of  Truft,  Fraud,  Bank¬ 
ruptcies,  and  other,  perhaps,  yet  unthought  of 
Iniquities,  as  is  but  too  plain  from  what  was -fa¬ 
tally  experienced  in  the  laft  Lottery  ;  and  thefe 
Circumftances,  therefore,  if  duly  confidered, 

ought 


[  *7  ] 

Ought  to  deter  us  from  a  Pra&ice,  the  Mis¬ 
chiefs  of  which  are  fo  clearly  forefeen  for  the 
future,  and  have  been  fo  Severely  felt  from  the 
Ufe  of  the  like  Expedients  in  Time  part:. 

On  the  other  Hand,  if  a  greater  Intereft  be  giv¬ 
en  than  3  per  cent,  as  it  was  adually  given,  upon 
three  fourths  of  the  laft  Year’s  Loan,  the  certain 
Effed  of  that  will  be  the  running  down  the 
prefent  threfe  per  cent.  Securities  much  below 
the  large  Difcount  they  lie  under  at  prefent. 
For  it  is  a  Fad  which  cannot  be  queltioned, 
that  Multitudes  of  People  look  no  further  than 
the  Income,  and  annex  in  their  own  Idea,  a 
Value  to  that,  without  any  Refped  had  to  the 
Capital,  as  is  evident  from  the  prefent  Prices  of 
Bank,  Eajl-India ,  and  South-Sea  Stock;  nor 
are  the  Caufes  of  their  running  away  with  this 
Notion  at  all  difficult  to  difcover. 

M  y  Second  Remark  is,  that  the  old  Proprie¬ 
tors  of  the  prefent  Funds  have  adually  loft,  in 
the  Compafs  of  a  few  Years,  twelve  Millions ; 
that  is,  the  Property  they  now  poflefs,  and 
have,  during  that  whole  Period,  poflefled  without 
Alteration,  is  gradually  funk  fo  much  in  it’s  Va¬ 
lue.  This  unavoidable  Lofs  will  be  annually 
increasing,  if  the  Scheme  of  borrowing  is  pur- 
fued,  for  every  new  Loan  will  make  Money  So 
much  the  more  Scarce  ;  this  will  create  a  Necef- 
lity  of  heightening  the  Douceur ,  and  there  can¬ 
not  be  a  more  certain  and  inconteftable,  or 
at  the  fame  Time  a  more  melancholy. 
Truth  th^n  this,  that  whatever  is  given  to  the 
'  'i  ■  L>  new 
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new  Proprietors,  diminifhes  in  Value  the  Pro- 
perty  of  the  old  ones,  and  in  a  very  fhort  Series 
or  1  ears,  as  this  comes  to  be  every  Body’s  Cafe  ; 
it  does  not  require  any  deep  Reach  of  Thought 
to  difcern  the  ultimate  Confequence  of  thefe 
gradual  Declenfions. 

I  come  now  to  prefent  the  Reader  with  a 
more  agreeable  Profpedt  •  for  in  the  third  Place 
I  am  to  obferve,  that,  if  any  Methods  can  be 
fuggefted  for  railing  the  neceffary  Supplies  within 
the  Compafs  of  the  Year,  this,  in  a  very  fhort 
Space,  will  raife  even  the  very  lowed;  of  the 
publick  Securities  to  Par.  For,  as  a  great  Pro¬ 
portion  of  the  prefent  Funds  are  held  in  Truft 
for  Infants,  and,  as  the  Proprietors  of  very  large 
Sums  are,  generally  fpeaking,  Perfons  who  live 
within  their  Income,  the  Surplus-Money,  that 
is,  the  Difference  between  the  Expence  and  the 
Income  of  fuch  Proprietors,  mud  neceffarily 
come  to  Market ;  and,  if  no  new  transferrable 
Funds  are  created,  the  annual  or  half  yealy  In- 
vedments  in  the  old,  will  undoubtedly  advance 

^  r*ce>  2*ve  a  new  face  to  our  Affairs  in 
this  important  Point,  and  fix  the  publick  Credit 
upon  a  frefh  and  firm  Foundation.  Thisissa 
s.  hing  fo  delirable  in  itfelf,  fo  apparently  pro¬ 
ductive  of  good  Confequences,  would  fo  much 
contribute  to  Publick  Quiet  at  Home,  and  would 
give  the  Nation  fo  high  a  Reputation  Abroad, 
that  whoever  has  the  Honour  or  Intered  of  his 
Country  at  Heart,  cannot  but  wifh,  and  of 
Courfe  be  defirous,  to  contribute  all  in  his 

Power 
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Power  to  fee  it  accomplifhed ;  and  it  is  very 
happy  for  us,  that  even  in  the  prefent  diflreffcd 
and  dilturbed  State  of  Affairs,  there  is  very  little 

more  wanting  than  fuch  a  Difpolition  as  this  to 
accomplifh  it. 

This  leads  us  to  contemplate  fome  of  the 
many  Propofals  made  for  adtually  railing  the  ne- 
ceifary  Supplies  within  the  Year,  which  I  hope 
has  been  clearly  fhewn  to  be  the  only  efiedual 
Method  of  enabling  us  to  continue  this  War, 
made  in  our  own  Defence,  with  the  Vigour  ne- 

ceffary  to  procure  us  an  honourable,  folid,  and 
lading  Peace. 

Amongst  thofe  Propofals,  that  which  defer- 
vedly  ftands  in  the  firft  Place  is  the  Tax  upon 
Houles.  But,  as  I  am  apprehenfive,  the  Gen¬ 
tleman  who  propofed  it,  is  not  entirely  right  in 
refpedt  to  the  Number  of  Houfes,  the  Rents  of 
which  render  their  prefent  poflelfors  capable  of 
contributing  fuch  large  annual  Sums  as  Hand  in 
his  Calculation,  I  have  taken  the  Liberty  to 
moderate  that  Eftimate  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  I 
firmly  believe  will  bring  them  very  near  the  real 
Rents;  and,  if  I  am  not  miftaken  therein,  I 
fee  no  reafonable  Objection  that  can  be  made  to 
the  Sums  charged  upon  each,  as  they  are  exhi¬ 
bited  in  the  following  Scheme,  which  fhews 

what  may  be  expeded  from  fuch  a  Tax  at  one 

View. 
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The  Tax  upon  Houfes. 

No. 

1. 

Number  of 

Annual  Rent. 

Ann.  Tax. 

Ann.  Amount 

Houfes. 

of  the  Tax. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

250,000 

From  5  to 

IO 

I 

2  50,000 

350,000 

10  to 

l5 

2 

300,000 

200,000 

1  c  to 

20 

3 

300,000 

50,000 

20  to 

3° 

4 

200,000 

30,000 

30  to 

5° 

6 

l8o,000 

15,000 

50  to 

TOO 

IO 

1 50,000 

5,000 

r 

100  and 

upw. 

20 

100,000 

T  ’  7  fA  *  if 

i 

600,000 

I 

,480,000 

All  Houfes  under  5I.  a  Year, 
which  now  pay  the  two  Shillings 
Duty,  to  pay  three  Shillings  more ; 
and  fuppole  tnofe  to  be  200,000, 
thefe,  at  three  Shillings  each,  a- 
mounts  to  —  —  —  — 


i. 


30,000 


Total  Produce  of  this  Tax  1,510,000 


This  Tax  ought  to  be  paid  half  yearly  by 
the  Tenant  or  Occupier  of  the  Houfe,  and  not 
b',  the  Landlord,  who  being  charged  already 
vv ; .  h  a  Tax  upon  Land  and  Houfes,  contributes 
h-  r-  entlv,  that  is,  pays  a  full  Proportion  of  his 

j  ;rty  towards  the  publick  Expence,  without 

being 
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being  fubje&ed  to  any  new  Tax.  Neither 
would  any  new  Re-  Alfeffment  of  the  old  be  in 
anv  Degree  equitable,  fince,  after  the  prefent 
Eftablifhment  has  fubfilled  for  fo  many  Years, 
it  would  be  impracticable  to  alter  it,  fo  as  to  do 
Juftice  to  thofe  who  have  expended  vaft  Sums 
for  inclofing  and  improving  their  Eftates  in  thofe 
Parts  of  the  Kingdom  where  the  Tax  is  at  pre¬ 
fent  high,  or  have  become  Purchafers  of  Lands 
at  very  large  Prices,  in  thofe  Countries  where 
the  T ax  is  more  moderate ;  for,  though  it 
.fhould  be  allowed  that  the  original  Afleffment 
was  very  unequal,  any  Alteration  in  it  now 
would  be  no  lets  injurious,  would  difcourage  all 
future  Improvements,  and  would  at  lead  for  a 
long  Time  create  fuch  Incertainty  in  the  Value 
of  Land,  as  would  render  any  fuch  Scheme, 
however  plaufible  in  Appearance,  exceedingly 
detrimental  to  the  Publick  in  it’s  Confequence. 

Another  Tax,  the  prefent  Urgency  of  Af¬ 
fairs  requiring  it,  during  the  Continuance  of  the 
War,  may  be  railed  from  the  Number  of  Ser¬ 
vants  in  every  Houfe,  to  be  paid  by  thofe  who 
keep  them,  every  Mafler  or  Miftrefs  of  a  Fa¬ 
mily  being  allowed  one  Maid-Servant  free,  and 
paying  for  the  red.  All  Lodgers,  iingle  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  and  Ladies  who  do  not  keep  a  Houfe, 
to  pay  for  every  Servant  they  keep,  as  in  other 
Refpedts  they  contribute  but  little  to  publick 
Expence., 


The 


The  Tax  upon  Servants.  No.  II. 


Upper  Men  Servants  out  of  Livery 

Ditto,  if  Foreigners  and  Papifts  _ 

Men  Cooks  —  _  _  _ 

Ditto,  if  Foreigners  —  _  _ _ 

Livery  Servants  —  __  _  _ 

Ditto,:  if  Foreigners  and  Papifis  _ 

Al!  other  male  Servants  above  fixteen 

Years  of  Age  • — •  _  _  _ 

Ditto,  if  Papiits  —  —  _  _ 

Ail  Women  Servants  except  one,  or 
if  kept  by  Lodgers  — _ _ 


1. 

'  '  * 

5 

io 

5 

io 

2 

4 

r  j  fIJ 

1 

2 


S. 


IO 


This  may  poffibly  leflen  the  Number  of  Li¬ 
very  Servants  that  are  now  kept,  which  are 
molt  amazingly  increafed  lince  the  Year  1720. 
If  tms  ihould  happen,  it  would  be  a  great  Ad¬ 
vantage  to  the  Publick  j  for  luch  Perlons  are, 
in  a  Manner,  ufelefs  Members  of  Society,  and’ 
when  obliged  to  get  their  Bread  in  fome  other 
Way,  would  add  fomething  to  the  Wealth  of 
the  JN'ation,  which  it  is  very  plain  they  do  not 
at  prefent ;  and  if  every  Gentleman  who  now 
keeps  three  would  difcharge  one,  he  would  cer¬ 
tainly  be  a  Gainer  by  the  Tax  as  well  as  the 
Publick.  Neither  would  the  Perfon  fo  difchar- 
ged  be  any  way  injured  ;  for  he  might  quickly 
learn  to  fubfift  himfelf  either  by  Labour  or  In- 
duftry,  or,  if  he  made  it  his  Choice,  ferve  hia 

-  Majefty 
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Majefty  by  Land  or  Sea,;*  where  he  would  find 
it  no  great  Difficulty  to  recover  his  former  Em¬ 
ployment,  and  fave  fome  abler  and  braver  Fel¬ 
low  from  being  initiated  into  that  idle  Courfe 
of  Life. 

There  is  a  Number  of  Perfons,  who,  under 
various  Pretences  of  Breeding,  Plealth,  Improve¬ 
ment,  Amufement,  or  Pleafure,  fpend  a  great 
Part  of  their  Time,  and  fquander  very  large 
Sums  of  Money  in  foreign  Countries,  to  the 
Amount,  in  the  whole,  of  a  much  larger  Sum, 
than  any  who  have  not  thoroughly  confidered 
this  Matter,  enquired  carefully,  or  had  proper 
Opportunities  of  fatisfying  their  Enquiries,  can 
poffibly  imagine ;  upon  whom  therefore  there 
can  be  nothing  more  juft  or  reafonable,  than 
that  a  Tax  ffiould  be  levied  by  way  of  Compen- 
fation  for  the  flagrant  Injury  done  to  their  Coun¬ 
try,  by  living  out  of  it  without  any  juft  Motive 
or  real  Neceffity. 

Tax  upon  Perfons  redding  in  foreign  Countries. 

No.  III. 


For  every  Perfon  under  twenty-one  Years 
of  Age,  who  travels  Abroad,  or  re- 
ftdes  there  for  Education,  to  be  paid 

by  the  Parent  or  Guardian  —  _ 

For  every  Perfon  upwards  of  twenty-one 
Years  of  Age,  who  refides  Abroad, 
except  in  a  publick  Character,  or  as  a 
Merchant,  Clerk,  or  Servant  ■ — -  — 
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This  will  prove  in  many  Refpe&s  a  very  ufe- 
ful  Regulation,  as  well  as  a  very  reafonable  Tax, 
as  it  will  in  a  great  Meafure  prevent  our  Youth 
from  imbibing  the  Errors  of  Popery  under  Co¬ 
lour  of  a  polite  Education,  prelerve  our  Gentry 
from  being  tainted  with  French  Fopperies,  or, 
which  is  yet  worfe.  Italian  Yrices,  and  fend  our 
old  Debauchees  to  do  Penance  in  their  declining 
Years  at  their  own  Country-Seats,  inftead  of 
wearing  out  the  laft  Remains  of  Life  at  Mont¬ 
pellier  ~  Ltjbon,  or  Naples ;  all  of  which  deftruc- 
tive  Follies  may  be  put,  very  unfortunately  for 
this  poor  Country,  into  the  Lift  of  prevailing 
Fafhions. 

When  we  consider,  that,  through  the  Infir¬ 
mities  which  it  is  laid  the  exceliive  Uie  of  fpi- 
rituous  Liquors  has  fpread  through  thefe  King¬ 
doms,  the  Staple  of  human  Hair  is  fo  much 
fpoiled,  that,  in  order  to  fupply  the  prefent 
Demand  for  Perukes,  which  is  exceedingly  in- 
creafed  by  expenlive  and  ridiculous  Fafhions,  we 
actually  remit  to  France  for  this  Commodity, 
and  to  Furky  for  Goats  Wool,  upwards  of  thir¬ 
ty  thoufand  Pounds  per  annum ,  it  cannot  be 
thought  amifs  to  fet  fome  Bounds  by  a  Tax  to 
this  Extravagance,  which  otherwife  never  will 
be  fet  by  thofe  who  have  an  Intereft  in  pro¬ 
moting  it. 


•  Tho 
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The  Tax  upon  Perukes.  No.  IV. 


t  or  the  lower  Clafs  of  People  o 
Middle,  ditto  - —  ■ 

Upper  Clafs  - — 

,  W hen  I  firft  heard  of  a  Tax  upon  Hoop- 
Petticoats,  I  muft  confefs  I  thought  it  a  little 
Indecent,  and  not  a  little  ridiculous ;  but  find¬ 
ing,  upon  fecond  Confideration,  that  we  pay  to 
the  Dutch  for  Whalebone,  and  for  Rattans  to 
the  Chinefe ,  up  wards  of  forty  thoufand  Pounds 
per  annum ,  I  muft  freely  confefs,  that  I  thought 
a  Duty,  equivalent  to  a  Fine  of  the  like  Value, 
was  the  propereft  Correction  for  fuch  an  Indif- 
cretion ;  more  efpecially  when  it  is  confidered; 
what  an  unneceffary  Confumption  is  created 
thereby  of  Linnen,  Stuff,  and  Silks,  made  into 
Apparel  for  Women  of  all  Ranks.  It  would 
be  very  eaty  to  be  ludicrous  upon  this  Subject, 
if  the  Occafion  of  fpeaking  of  it  did  not  compel 
one  to  be  ferious  j  the  Ladies  would  take  it  ill, 
and  not  without  Reafon,  if  we  fhould  treat 
them  as  deficient  in  Point  of  Abilities,  and  infe¬ 
rior.  to  us  in  Underftanding  •  I  am  pretty  confi¬ 
dent  they  do  not  think  themfelves  fo,  and  I 
conceive  they  are  in  the  right.  Upon  this  Prin¬ 
ciple  I  expect,  that,  having  pointed  out  Taxes 
upon  the  Follies  of  our  own  Sex,  they  will  not 
be  offended  that  I  touch  upon  fome  very  idle 

E  Kxpences 
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Expences  in  theirs;  which  Remarks  will  not 
be  wholly  ufelefs,  if  they  ferve  only  to  recom¬ 
mend  them  to  their  Attention. 

W  e  pay  a  conliderable  Sum  yearly  to  Fo¬ 
reigners  for  fake  Stones,  Pafte,  and  other  Imi¬ 
tations  of  Jewels,  and  a  much  greater  for  work¬ 
ing  np  (if  that  Term  be  not  mifapplied)  ;  thefe 
yields  and  'worthlefs  Baubles,  in  Rings,  Ear¬ 
rings  ,  Necklaces,  and  a  Multitude  of  other  in- 
iignificant  yet  coftly  Ornaments,  with  which  the 
Britijl:  Ladies  and  American  Savages  are  equal¬ 
ly  taken  ;  only  what  we  call  Folly  in  one  is 
ililed  Tafte  in  the  other.  I  am  afraid  that  the 

,  i  •  , 

Ufc  of  Jewels,  except  amongft  Perfons  of  high 
Rank  and  independent  Fortunes,  if  not  liable  to 
this,  may  fall  under  a  feverer  Cenfure.  We 
may  fay  the  fame  Thing  with  regard  to  foreign 
Laces,  rich  Silks,  and  richer  Brocades  ;  all  of 
which  are  needlefs,  expenfive  (doubly  fo  when 
flounced),  and  detrimental  to  the  Manufactures  of 
our  own  Country.  However,  not  totrefpafs  too  far 
upon  good  Breeding,  or  break  in  with  barbarous 
Geconomy  upon  Politenefs,  if  the  Ladies,  as  it 
fomeiimes  happens,  will  be  obftinate  in  their  Opi¬ 
nion?,  let  them  enjoy  them  ;  but,  as  they  have  one 
only  Argument  to  plead  in  Excufe,  that  of  being 
(  ijlinguijhcd  by  that  Mode  of  Drefs,  thefe  Trink¬ 
ets,  and  this  Finery,  let  them  repair  the  Injury  they 
do  to  the  Publick,  and  the  induftrious  Manu¬ 
facturers  of  their  own  Country  (to  fay  nothing 
of  their  Hulbands  and  Families,  for  that  would 
he  uncivil) ;  I  fay  let  them  repair  this,  by  con- 
.  r  tributing 
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tributing  chearfully  to  the  prefent  Necefficies  of 


the  State. 


T) 


The  Tax  upon  Female  Ornaments.  No  Y. 


For  the  Liberty  of  wearing  IJoop- 
Petticoats,  Rings,  except  Wedding 
and  Mourning  Rings,  Ear-rings, 
Pendants,  Croffes,  Bracelets,  fo¬ 
reign  Laces,  Silks,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
the  lowed:  Clafs  —  —  ■ —  — 

The  middle  Clafs  —  —  —  — 

The  upper  Clafs  —  —  —  — 


i 


J 
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We  have  feen  within  thefe  few  Years  a  fur- 
prizing  Increafe  of  Saddle- Horfes,  more  efpeci- 
ally  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  this  Town;  anti 
and  if  we  confider  how  many  of  thefe  are  clan- 
dedinely  kept  by  thofe  who  cannot  or  ought 
not  to  afford  them,  the  Mifchiefs  that  follow 
this  piece  of  Extravagance,  which  is  commonly 
the  fird  Sally  of  indifcreet  Youth,  and  at  the 
fame  Time  reflect,  a  fhameful  and  melancholy 
Reflection  it  is !  That  the  keeping  of  each  of 
thefe  ufelefs  Beads,  exclufive  of  other  Expences 
that  attend  them,  cod  more  in  the  fird  Indance 
than  any  labouring  Man,  and  the  far  greater 
Part  of  the  Manufacturers  in  this  Kingdom 
have  for  the  Maintenance  of  themfelves  and 
their  Family,  there  cannot  furely  be  the  Shadow 
of  an  Objection  to  what  follows. 

E  2  The 


The  Tax  upon  Saddle- Horfes.  No.  VI. 


For  every  Horfc,  Mare,  or  Gelding,  ex¬ 
cept  thofe  ufed  by  Farmers,  kept 
within  ten  Miles  of  London  —  ■ — 

i  i  '  • 

For  every  Horfe,  Mare,  or  Gelding, 
kept  at  a  greater  Diftance  —  — 
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There  is  yet  another  Folly,  attended  with 
as  ill  Confequences,  and  which  long  Experience 
has  fhtwn  to  be  as  incurable  as  any.  The  Rea¬ 
der  will  certainly  anticipate  my  Meaning,  and  be 
fure,  even  if  I  did  not  name  it,  that  it  is  Card- 
Playing.  A  Folly  that  pervades  all  Ranks, 
Sexes,  and  Ages,  that  creates  fuch  a  Wafle  of 
Time,  leads  to  fuch  unthought-of,  as  well  as  un¬ 
heeded  Expences,  occaiions  fuch  violent  Altera¬ 
tions  in  our  Tempers,  interferes  fo  much  with 
every  Kind  of  Bulinefs,  and  brings  with  it  fuch 
an  inexpreflible  Train  of  ill  Confequences,  as 
would  require  a  very  fertile  Genius,  a  very 
exienlive  Knowledge  of  the  Woild,  a  great  deal 
of  Leilu  e,  and  no  Imall  Portion  of  Ink  and  Pa¬ 
per,  ro  beferibe  at  large.  This,  how'ever,  is  not 
at  all  neceffary  to  lupport  my  Defign  ;  every 
Perfon  of  a  lober  Underflanding,  which  implies 
his  not  being  infatuated  with  this  fafhionable 
and  yet  foolifh  Diverfion,  which  renders  ail  our 
fyv  omen-Servants  Slatterns,  and  is  the  great 
Caufe  of  Difhonefly  in  the  Men  ;  I  fay,  every 

;  '  ;  ■  fuch 
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fuch  confiderate  Perfon  will  heartily  give  his 


Con  Tent  to. 


The  Tax  upon  Cards,  No.  VII. 


por  the  Liberty  of  playing  at  all  lawful 
Games  in  any  licenfed  Family  —  i 
For  a  Licence  to  have  a  Card-  All'embly 
one  Day  in  a  Week  • —  —  5 


jV.  B.  This  Tax  to  be  doubled,  trebled,  and 
fo  on  up  to  thirty  Guineas;  but  no  Licences  to 
be  granted  for  Sundays ,  which  ought  to  be  pre- 
fented  as  a  high  Offence,  dedrudive  of  Morals, 
and  a  very  ill  Example,  and  as  fuch  dridly  pu¬ 
nishable  by  the  Civil  Magifb ate,  and  tnefe  Licen¬ 
ces  reflrained  to  lawful  Games,  fo  veiy  Small 
Sums  of  Money,  and  the  Rate  of  the  Cards 
fixed,  fo  as  not  to  exceed  double  the  Pi  ice  of  a 
Pack  in  a  Night.  Perhaps  many  when  this 
Folly  mud  be  avowed,  would  think  it  more 
decent,  and  fome  find  it  neceflary  to  lay  it  afide. 

The  fix  lad  Taxes  are  of  fuch  a  Nature, 
that  the  Duty  mud  be  paid  down  at  the  time 
of  entry,  at  the  Excife  Offices,  and  with  the 
former  annual  Supplies,  will  be,  probably,  iuf- 
•ficient  to  anfwer  all  Payments  the  Government 
will  have  occafion  to  make,  ’till  fome  Months 
after  the  fird  half  yearly  Payment  of  the  Tax 
on  the  Tenants  or  Occupiers  of  Houfes,  which 
will  fo  fix  the  Amount  of  that  Income,  that 
•  .  /  Money 
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Money  may  be  borrowed  upon  it  at  very  low 

Intereft,  more  efpecially,  as  it  will  be  dilcharged 
in  a  very  fmall  Time.  fc 

As  great  as  moll  of  thefe  Taxes,  and  as  lin¬ 
gular,  and  as  extraordinary,  as  fome  of  them 
may  appear,  there  is  no  Perlbn  who  can  either 
with  Truth  or  Modefty,  fay,  that  he  cannot  af¬ 
ford  to  pay  them,  for,  if  he  does,  his  manner 
of  living  reproaches  him,  and  the  Anfwer  is 
obvious.  If  he  fpends  above  his  Income  with 
a  fraudulent  Intention,  he  will  pay  the  Tax  to 
hide  it,  and  then  it  is  a  juft  Fine  to  the  Publick 
or  is  Wickednefs.  If  his  Expences  are  owing 
only  to  Indifcretion,  the  Publick  has  as  much 
Right  to  avail  itfelf  of  that,  as  his  Tradefmen  to 
be  paid  for  their  Goods,  as  long  as  his  Fortune 
lafts ;  and  he  will  have  no  Caule  to  complain 
of  a  Law,  that  by  putting  him  in  mind  of  his 
Circumftances,  obliges  him  to  think,  and  there¬ 
by  perhaps  faves  him  from  Ruin. 

There  is  not  a  great  Family  in  thefe  King¬ 
doms,  but  may  part  with  a  Groom  or  a  Helper, 
without  the  leall  Prejudice  to  their  Equipage, 
of  which  they  may  be  convinced,  if  they  will 
enquire  and  confider  how  many  Plorfes  are  look¬ 
ed  after,  by  fuch  a  Seivant,  at  an  Inn,  or  a  Live¬ 
ry  Stable.  What  one  Man  does  in  one  Place, 
can  never  require  three  in  another,  and  the 
Tax  will  be  attended  with  a  further  Conveni¬ 
ence,  it  will  inform  them  of  what,  perhaps, 
they  could  never  know  any  other  way,  viz. 
how  many  Servants  they  really  feed  and  keep. 

T  H  E 
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The  number  of  Livery- Servants  may  be  alfo 
reduced  without  any  real  Inconvenience,  and 
Women-Servants,  who  are  to  the  full  as  ufeful, 
not  half  fo  expenlive,  and  who  are  much  more 
at  a  Lofs  for  a  Living  than  the  Men,  may  be 
increafed. 

The  very  Card-Money  paid  by  many  Fami¬ 
lies,  if  the  Mafters  and  Miftreffes  would  but 
take  the  Pains  to  conlider  and  compute  it, 
would  be  found  more  than  fufficient  to  pay  all 
the  fumptuary  Taxes  that  have  been  propofed  ; 
and  if  People  are  not  the  poorer  for  contributing 
to  the  publick  Service,  which  at  the  bottom  is 
their  own  ;  they  cannot  furely  believe  they  have 
any  juft  Reafon  to  repine.  If  publick  Safety  is 
not  to  be  preferred  to  private  Extravagance, 
publick  Spirit  is  indeed  extinft,  but  it  would  be 
unjuft,  as  well  as  uncharitable,  to  harbour  fuch 
a  Sufpicion.  .  In  an  Age  of  Pleafure,  People  do 
not  leave  themfelves  proper  Intervals  for  Think¬ 
ing  ;  thofe  whofe  Duty  it  is  therefore,  mull 
think  for  them  ;  and  when  they  ferioufly  con- 
ftder,  how  iuftly  they  have  thought  upon  thefe 
Subjects,  they  will  be  obliged  rather  than  of¬ 
fended. 

There  are  a  vaft  variety  of  Articles  that 
may  be  placed  in  the  Lift  of  unneceffary  Expen- 
ces,  and  are  only  the  Trappings  and  Gildings 
of  modern  Vanity,  and  fafhionable  Excels. 
Thefe  may  certainly  be  fufpended,  at  leaft  for  a 
Time,  without  breaking  of  Hearts,  or  even 
throwing  People  into  the  Vapours.  We  will 

enumerate 
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enumerate  only  a  few  of  them.  Coldly  Enter¬ 
tainments,  fplendid  Alfemblies,  confdant  Atten¬ 
dance  on  the  Operas,  Midnight  Mafquerades, 
profufion  of  French  Claret,  gilded  Equipages," 
expenfive  Chimney-Pieces,  fret  Work  Cielings' 
Chinefe  Bells,  with  all  the  train  of  Foliages' 
Birds,  Anchors,  and  a  variety  of  other  carved 
Work,  which  ierve  only  to  harbour  Dufd,  and 
may  very  properly  be  fdiled  dirty  Ornaments ; 
enter  very  fitly  into  this  Catalogue. 

Chased  Hate,  the  very  cleaning  of  which 
in  many  Families,  creates  a  very  confiderable 
Expence,  befides  the  additional  Intereft  on  the 
original  Cold,  above  that  of  plain  neat  ufeful 
Plate,  which  upon  any  Emergency  will  be  pro-; 
duced  for  publick  Service  }  whereas  the  Chafed 
from  this  very  difference  in  Price  will  be  con¬ 
cealed.  It  would  be  no  difficult  Talk  to  indi¬ 
cate  a  multitude  of  other  Articles,  which,  with¬ 
out  a  Diminution  of  true  Magnificence,  might 
be  difpenfed  with,  and  the  laving  upon  each, 
amount  to  a  Sum  fufficient  to  pay  all  the  fump- 
tuary  Taxes,  regarding  the  feveral  Ranks  of 
People,  by  whom  thefe  Savings  might  be  made 
for  many  Years  beyond  the  Period,  that  in  all 
Probability  this  War  will  laid. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  flately  Cups  of  Luxury, 
Riot,  and  Extravagance,  are  full  to  the  very  Brim, 
and  if  the  Owners  will  not  fpare  a  part  of  that 
Wealth,  which  is  fo  profufely  fpent,  for  the 
Prefervation  of  their  Country,  they  will  drink 
deep  of  Poverty ,  Necejjity ,  and  Ruin. 

Sever  a  t. 
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Several  Taxes,  befides  thofe  already  propo¬ 
sed,  have  either  been  offered  to  the  Pubiick  in 
Print,  or  ftarted  in  Converiation ;  it  may  be  pro¬ 
per  to  mention  a  few.  Amongft  others,  a  Tax 
on  Bachelors  and  Widowers  without  Children, 
from  twenty-five  Years  of  Age  fo  fixty,  and  on 
fmgle  Women ,  and  Widows  without  Children, 
from  the  Age  of  twenty-one  to  forty-five,  with 
exception  to  Soldiers,  Seamen,  and  Servants  of 
both  Sexes.  There  is  certainly  fomething  plau- 
fible  in  this,  at  leaft  with  regard  to  Men,  for 
as  to  the  Women,  it  may  be  prefumed,  that  it 
is  not  their  Fault ;  and  if  fuch  a  Tax  fhould  be 
laid,  perhaps  every  Bachelor  and  Widower 
ought  to  pay  for  a  .Female  Friend.  But  to  be 
ferious,  as  there  may  be  good  Reafons  for  Celi¬ 
bacy,  and  yet  not  fit  to  be  explained  ;  and  as 
many  of  thele  Perfons  vifibly  tax  themlelves, 
by  liberal  Contributions  to  pubiick  Charities ,  I 
did  not  think  it  proper  to  be  placed  among  thofe 
that  I  recommend  }  believing  alfo,  that  Mar¬ 
riages  made  to  avoid  a  Tax,  would  not  be  the 
mofi:  happy,  and  the  Tax,  if  paid,  would  pof- 
fibly  be  deduced  out  of  the  Charities  before- 
mentioned,  and  fo  a  little  gained  by  Law ,  in¬ 
stead  of  a  great  deal  paid  with  a  good  Will. 

Another  Tax  has  been  fuggefted  to  be  laid 

Tickets,  for  admiilion  at  Ranelagh,  Vaux- 
hall,  Sadlers- Wells,  Marybone,  &c.  but  as  the 
great  Refort  to  thefe  Places,  have  drawn  all 
forts  of  Tradefmen  into  large  Expences,  and 
have  been  one  of  the  principal  Caufes  of  thofe 

F  Combinations 
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Combinations,  entered  into  of  late  Years,  for 
railing  the  Prices  of  almoft  every  thing  we  ufe  ; 
there  ought,  methinks,  to  be  no  fort  of  doubt, 
that  the  Legiflature,  fhould  rather  totally  fup- 
prefs  them,  than  avail  itfelf  of  them,  by  any 
fuch  Tole  ration. 

A  large  Tax,  or  rather  a  Prohibition  of 
hired  Chairs,  Chaifes,  Chariots,  or  Coaches, 
palling  through  any  "Turnpikes,  within  ten  Miles 
of  London ,  on  a  Sunday,  has  been  thought  re- 
quifite  to  prefent  thofe  enormous  Expences,  in 
which  too  many  Perfons  indulge  themfelves, 
to  avoid  going  to  Church.  / 

Some  have  thought,  and  indeed,  there  feems 
to  be  no  juft  Objection  to  an  annual  Tax, 
on  the  Matter  or  Miftrefs  of  every  Boy,  that 
ihall  be  placed  as  an  Apprentice  to  a  Mantua- 
Maker,  Lace  -  Chamber  Milleners,  Women- 
Shoemaker,  Hair-Cutter,  Ribbon-Weaver,  or 
any  other  Trade,  w’hicb  can  as  commodioufly, 
and  with  greater  Decency  be  carried  on  by  the 
Female  Sex,  that  they  may  have  more  and  bet¬ 
ter  Opportunities,  of  getting  independent  Liveli¬ 
hoods,  and  not  fubfift  wholly  by  the  Generality 
of  the  Men ;  belides,  this  would  oblige  great 
Numbers  of  ftrong,  lufty,  robuft  Fellows,  to 
feek  Employments  more  fuitable  than  thofe 
that  have  been,  and  many  more  that  might  be 
mentioned. 

If  the  Taxes  beforementioned,  Ihould  not 
prove  altogether  fufticient,  or  Ihould  be  defective 
-for  the  prefent,  in  railing  the  Sum  that  may  be 
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wanted  ;  this  Deficiency  may  be  made  good  by 
granting  Annuities  for  Lives ;  and  as  thefe  will 
not  at  all  interfere  with  the  prefent  transfer- 
rable  Securities,  the  Surplus  Money,  that  muft 
from  time  to  time  come  to  Market,  will  have 
the  defired  Effect  of  keeping  up  the  Price  of  the 
Funds,  and  thereby  lupportmg  pubhek  Credit. 

There  can  be  no  Propofal  made  of  this 
Kind,  and  more  efpecially  one  of  fo  extraordi¬ 
nary,  and  as  we  have  been  long  taught  to  believe 
of  fo  impracticable  a  Nature,  as  railing  the  pub- 
lick  Supplies,  within  the  Tear,  at  a  Time  too 
vvhen  Neceffities  run  fo  high,  to  which  Objec¬ 
tions  may  not  be  formed  ;  and  therefore,  that 
the  Reader  may  perceive  I  deal  candidly  with 
him,  and  at  the  fame  time,  enter  the  more 
thoroughly  into  the  Spirit  of  my  Propofitions, 

I  will  very  fairly  and  truly  date  to  him,  all  the 
Objections  that  I  can  conceive  this  Syjiem,  of 
raiding  the  fupply  within  the  Year,  will  be  lia¬ 
ble  to,  with  any  Shadow  or  Colour  of  Reafon  ; 
and  to  thefe  I  fhall  fubjoin  luch  plain  and  per- 
fpicuous  Anfwers,  as  wiil  leave  him  without  the 
lead  doubt,  that  this  is,  of  all  others,  the  mod 
eligible  Method  of  raiding  Money  for  the  pub- 
lick  Service  ;  and  that,  though  I  readily  allow 
it  is  not  without  Difficulty,  yet  it  dill  remains 
both  dejireable  and  practicable. 

The  Jirji  Objection  will  probably  come  from 
a  certain  Sett  of  People,  who  have  flattered 
themfelves  with  the  hopes  of  bettering  their  pri~ 
Fortunes,  by  Loans  upon  advantageous 
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Terms  to  the  Publick.  Thefe  People  will  fay, 
that,  however  plaufible  Schemes  may  appear  up¬ 
on  Paper,  and  how  fanguine  foever  their  Au¬ 
thors,  yet  they  will  be  found  to  raife  Hopes  ra¬ 
ther  than  Supplies ,  and,  that  the  Money  this 
way  is  not  to  be  had.  That  the  People  find  it 
very  hard  to  pay  the  Taxes  already  impofed ; 
that  the  fcarcity  of  Specie  is  a  general  Complaint, 
and  that  an  attempt  of  this  fort  will  only  lerve 
to  make  thole  who  are  pofleflfed  of  Money, 
more  tenacious  of  it,  than  they  were  before,  and 
oerhaps  induce  them  when  applied  to,  in  the 
i  aft  refource,  to  infill  upon  higher  'Terms.  In 
anfwer  to  this,  I  fay,  that  if  the  Money  is  to  be 
had  by  way  of  Loan,  it  may  with  equal  Certain¬ 
ty  and  with  much  greater  Eafe,  be  had  in  the 
feveral  Methods  befare  propofed,  becaufe  it  will 
be  taken  in  fmall  Sums  from  the  whole  Body  of 
the  Nation,  and  in  the  moll  equal  and  equita¬ 
ble  Proportions  that  can  be  adjulled ;  that  not- 
withllanding  the  pretended  Scarcity  of  Specie, 
and  the  fo  much  magnified  Load  ol  Taxes ,  it  is 
an  undeniable  Truth  that  Money  is  to  oe  found, 
becaufe  it  actually  is  found  for  innumerable  Ar¬ 
ticles  of  Vanity,  Luxury,  and  Curiofity  ;  and 
to  fay  that  the  very  People  (for  upon  thole  our 
Taxes  are  to  be  laid)  who  run  into  excelfive 
and  extravagant  Expences,  may  not  retrench  a 
fmall  part  of  thefe  for  a  fliort  Time,  if  it  were 
with  no  other  View  than  to  relapfe  into  the 
fame  Courfe  of  Life  hereafter,  is  to  controvert 

a  felf- evident  Truth,  and  to  affirm,  that  a  fine 
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Lady  could  not  relieve  a  diftreffied  Family  with 
the  Sum  that  (lie  fubfcribes  to  the  Opera.  •  But 
to  come  cloler  to  the  Objection.  Where  is  the 
Money  to  be  had  for  Loans  ?  Mud  it  not  be 
collected  and  drawn  together  by  a  great  Variety 
of  Methods  *  Will  not  thefe  become  every  Year 
more  and  more  difficult  ?  And  in  Proportion  as 
the  prefent  Funds  fall  and  the  pubhck  Credit 
finks,  Will  not  the  Terms  upon  which  thefe 
Loans  are  made  rife  in  Proportion  ?  But,  by  rai¬ 
ling  the  Supply  within  the  Compafs  of  the  Year, 
and  the  Publick’s  receiving  and  ifTuing  Money 
gradually,  a  conflant,  uniform,  and  Heady  Cii  - 
culation,  will  be  kept  up,  and  the  Money  come 
in  eafily  and  certainly  at  the  Hated  Times,  as  it 

is  wanted. 

The  fecond  Objection  will  come  from  a  very 
different  Sort  of  Folks,  fuch  as  are  unwilling, 
and  who  therefore  perfwadc  themtelves  that  they 
are  unable,  to  pay  thefe  Taxes.  They  will  af¬ 
firm,  that  Things  are  already  puflied  as  far  as 
they  will  go,  that  the  generality  of  People  live 
already  at  the  Height  of  their  Income ,  and  that 
the  Impofition  of  thefe  new  Taxes  will  anlwer 
no  other  End,  than  to  expofe  our  national  Po¬ 
verty.  But  a  little  Reflection  will  convince  us, 
that,  whatever  there  may  be  in  Appearance, 
there  is,  in  Reality,  nothing  at  the  Bottom  of 
this  Objection.  If  this  national  Poverty  had 
been  a  FaCt,  that  Profligacy  and  Diflipation,  in 
which  Multitudes  of  People  have  lived  for  near 
forty  Years  paft,  would  have  made  it  evident 
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long  ago  i  at  lead  we  mud  by  this  Time  have 

\Cm,'re  °f  FrugaKt,  mA  rt. 

b  e  th,s  “  not  ,hc  Ca|o.  it  is  plain 
“  n°‘  V  'I  a  Thi"S  th«  ^s  not 
S,™  nclfr  d,JC0 'vmd-  Bolides,  many 

Incidents  might  be  mentioned,  which  ought  to 

have  had,  and  which  would  have  had,  this  Ef- 
ect,  if  national  Poverty  had  been  our  Misfor- 

w  m  T  fCe  that'  notwithftanding  thefe, 
the  World  has  gone  on  at  the  old  Rate,  People 

have  eat  and  drank  as  expcnfively,  d relied  in 
general  as  richly,  kept  up  the  fame  Splendor  in 
their  Houfes,  Furniture,  and  Equipages,  and 
rather  increafed  than  diminifhed  their  Magnifi¬ 
cence,  an&  therefore  there  is  no  Room  to  doubt 
that  they  will  do  fo  (till  .  or,  if  there  fhould  be 
fk  ma  .  Diminution,  would  there  be  any  great 
Harm  in  preferving  the  State,  at  the  Expence  of 
grand  Entertainments,  Card-Tables,  and  publick 
Diverfions  ?  Are  thefe  become  the  Neceflaries 
of  Life  ?  Or  (hall  we  prefume  to  fay,  that  we 
will  continue  our  Amufements  and  purfue  our 
Pleafures  at  the  Hazard  of  our  Country’s  Safe¬ 
ty  f  J 

The  laft  Objection  that  I  (ball  Fate,  will,  I 
have  Reafon  to  believe,  be  the  firft  that  is  made  ; 
and  it  is  this.  That,  though  the  prefent  State  of 
Tilings,  and  the  Neceftity  of  carrying  on  the 
prefent  War  with  Vigour,  may  be  made  the 
Reafon  for  impofing  thefe  Paxes,  yet  the  People 
may  have  juft  Grounds  to  fufped:,  that  thefe 
Taxes  may  continue,,  like  &they  Taxes s  when 

the 
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the  Motives  for  laying  them  no  longer  fubfifts. 
As  this  is  but  a  Suppofition,  I  might  anfwer  it, 
by  faying,  that  I  fuppofe  juft  the  contrary. 
However,  let  me  be  permitted  to  obferve  fur¬ 
ther,  that  thefe  Taxes  may  be  impofed  annual¬ 
ly,  as  we  fee  the  Land-Fax  is ;  and  as  we  have 
never  paid  four  Shillings  in  the  Pound  during 
the  Time  of  Peace,  there  is  as  little  Ground  to 
imagine  that  we  fhall  pay  thefe.  The  publick 
Faith,  that  we  fhall  pay  them  no  longer  than 
the  Continuance  of  the  War,  makes  the  Pay¬ 
ment  of  them  abfolutely  requifite,  muft  be  the 
principal  Argument  with  the  Legiflature  to  im- 
pofe  them  at  all ;  and  if  the  publick  Faith  be 
pledged  to  us,  that  their  NeceJJlty  alone  fhall 
govern  their  Subfiftance,  we  have  a  moral  Cer¬ 
tainty  that  it  will  be  complied  with.  The  very 
Nature  of  our  Conflitution  is  Sufficient  to  Silence 
all  Apprehenfions  of  this  Kind  -}  and  we  have  no 
Reafon  to  fear,  that,  after  a  free  People  have 
given  fo  Singular  an  Inftance  of  their  chearful 
Concurrence  in  the  Support  of  Government,  they 
fhall  be  loaded  and  opprefj'ed  by  that  very  Go¬ 
vernment  which  they  have  thus  fupported.  The 
Thing  itfelf  is  impoffible  and  impracticable,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  be  feared. 

It  is  not  altogether  improbable,  that  Some  Cr- 
vils  may  be  thrown  out  by  fuch  as  have  been 
•Scraping  and  collecting  Money,  and  have  it  now 
lying  without  Intereft,  with  an  Eye  to  the  pub- 
lick  Necefity.  But  with  refpeCt  to  thefe  People, 
and  whatfoever  Faults  they  may  find,  I  fhall 

not 
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not  give  myfelf  much  Trouble,  but  endeavour 
to  Hand  upon  a  Level  with  them  ;  and  as  they 
will,  no  doubt,  be  very  glad  if  my  Plan  fhould 
not  fucceed fo  I  will  freely  confefs,  that  it  would 
give  me  as  much  fatisfadion  to  fee  them  difap- 
pointed.  1  he  publick  Intereft  fhould  be  every 
honeft  and  wife  Man’s  Care  }  for,  as  to  the  nar¬ 
row  and  private  Views  of  accumulating  a  For¬ 
tune,  and  confulting  the  Welfare  of  a  Family 
rather  than  the  Good  of  the  Publick,  it  will  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  End  a  fhort- lighted  Scheme,  becaufe 
the  Opulence  or  Indigence  of  particular  Fami¬ 
lies  will  be  neceffarily  governed  by  the  Condition 
of  the  State-,  and  therefore,  he  who  is  mo  ft 
tender  ot  his  Country's  Safety,  will,  from  the 
Event,  be  found  to  have  made  the  beft  Provifion 
for  his  own. 

In  relped  to  forming  a  National  Militia,  fo 
as  to  render  it  ufeful,  and  at  the  fame  Time 
to  free  it  from  all  real  Objedions,  as  much  as 
poffible,  it  is  propofed, 

That  the  Number  raifed  in  England  and 
Wales  fhall  not,  for  the  prefent,  exceed  thirty 
thoufand-,  for  as,  at  this  Jundure,  it  is  absolute¬ 
ly  requifite  for  the  Defence  and  Safety  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  at  the  fame  Time  carrying  on 
the  War  with  Vigour,  that  we  fhould  have  fo 
large  a  Body  of  regular  Forces  as  has  been  be- 
forementioned,  many  Difficulties  might  occur  in 
raffing  a  more  numerous  Militia.  Befides, 
whenever  we  obtain  an  honourable  Peace,  the 
Men  who  are  dijbanded  out  of  the  Troops  may, 
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tvith  great  Propriety  and  e 
porated  into  this  Militia. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  found  the  mod  expe¬ 
dient  Method  of  difciplining  the  thirty  thoufand 
Men  thus  raifed,  to  form  them  into  Companies 
of  one  hundred  each,  under  no  Officers  of  a 
higher  Rank  than  that  of  Captain ,  to  prevent 
any  Difputes  that  otherwife  might  arife  upon 
their  Conjunction  with  regular  Troops,  with 
whom  it  is  propofed  they  fhould  be  intermixed 
whenever  they  are  ordered  upon  Service. 

These  thirty  thoufand  Men  fhould  be  all 
Bachelors, ,  from  the  Age  of  eighteen  to  fifty  ; 
for  in  the  other  Method,  of  eftablifhing  a  Mili¬ 
tia  by  Lot,  there  will  be  this  manifbft  Inconve¬ 
nience,  that  the  major  part  of  them  will  be 
tomrried  Men ,  whole  Wives  and  Children  con- 
fequently  will  be  thrown  upon  their  PariJheSi 
as  foon  as  they  are  ordered  to  march ;  and  this 
farther  Mifchief  might  be  apprehended,  that,' 
after  leading  for  two  or  three  Months  an  idle 
Life,  they  would  be  unwilling  to  return  to  La¬ 
bour,  and,  of  Courfe,  their  Families  would  re¬ 
main  a  Burthen  upon  the  Publick . 

According  to  this  Scheme,  due  Care  might 
be  taken,  that  fuch  as  enter  into  the  Militia 
may  be  Ferfons  of  found  Principles,  and  known 
Loyalty  to  the  King  and  the  prefent  Royal  Fa - 
tmly whereas,  if  tile  Appointment  of  the  Mi¬ 
litia  were  by  Lot,  Numbers  of  a  very  different 
Difpofition  might  come  to  have  Arms  put  into 
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their  Hands,  contrary  to  what  by  this  Scheme  is 
intended. 

It  is  propofed,  that  the  Pay  of  each  private 
JVlan  be  forty  Sniffings  per  Annum ,  advanced  to 
him  without  Dedudlion  half  yearly  •  and  that, 
befides,  every  Man  fhould  be  ailov/ed  a  Laced 
Hat  and  a  Cockade ,  to  give  him  a  military  Air, 
and,  by  that  little  Diflindtion,  excite  other 
young  Men  to  enter  into  the  Service. 

If  this  Militia  be  exercifed  forty  Times  in  a 
Year  with  due  Care  and  Attention,  it  may  be 
found  fufficient  for  all  the  Purpofes  expedted 
from  them.  i  his  may  be  done  on  Saturdays  in 
the  Afternoon,  from  one  o’Clock  to  four ,  to 
avoid  giving  Offence  to  religious  and  ferious 
People  by  their  exercifing  on  a  Sunday  ;  which 
would  likewife  be  attended  with  many  other 
Inconveniencies ,  from  that  Crowd  of  Spedfators 
on  that  Day  of  Leifure,  which  it  is  now  become , 
who  would  be  drawn  from  all  Places  in  the 
Neighbourhood,  under  Colour  of  feeing  their 
Brothers,  Coufins,  and  Acquaintances,  exercife, 
and  probably  fpend  the  Evening  with  them  at 
the  Alehoufes,  now  licenfed  alfo  to  fell  fpiri- 
tuous  Liquors,  in  Drunkennefs,  Riot,  and  De¬ 
bauchery  3  and  thus  Negledt  of  religious  Duties 
and  Corruption  of  Manners,  already  but  too 
common,  would  be  propagated  with  a  Kind  of 
Authority,  through  every  Village  and  Country 
Town  in  the  Kingdom. 

It  is  likewife  fubmitted  to  the  Confideration 
of  proper  Judges,  whether  all  Officers  who  now 
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are  or  fhall  hereafter  be  put  upon  half  Pay,  un¬ 
der  the  Degree  of  a  Major ,  ought  not  to  refide 
in  fuch  Counties  and  in  iuch  Places  as  his  Majs- 
fty  fhall  be  pleafed  to  appoint,  and  inrolled  a- 
mongft  the  Militia  according  to  their  Rank,  and 
each  of  them  be  prefent  when  his  Company  is  ex- 
ercifed,  under  a  certain  Penalty  in  Cafe  of  vo¬ 
luntary  Abfence  without  Leave. 

Whenever,  upon  the  Conclufion  of  a  Peace , 
it  fhall  become  neceffary  to  diiband  a  Part  of  the 
Army,  it  is  propoled,  that  all  the  Serjeants  fhall 
remain  in  full  Pay ,  and  be  incorporated  into 
the  Militia  ;  and  that  every  private  Man  fhall 
be  at  full  Liberty  to  chufe  the  County  and  Place 
of  his  Refidence,  be  likewife  entered  in  the  Mi¬ 
litia,  receive  the  forty  Shillings  per  Annum,  and 
exercife  with  the  reft. 

Whenever  a  Man  entered  in  the  Militia 
married,  he  fhould  be  immediately  difmifted 
from  Service,  upon  his  providing  a  proper  Per- 
fon  to  fupply  his  Place ;  and  it  is  very  eafy  to 
difeern,  that  this  would  be  a  great  Advantage  ; 
for,  upon  any  fudden  Emergency,  and  the 
Country’s  being  really  in  Danger,  thefe  Men 
would  probably  offer  their  Service,  though  they 
ought  never  to  be  compelled  to  it,  and  would 
not  only  be  more  capable  of  doing  their  Duty, 
but  would  be  alfo  lefs  likely  to  quit  the  Places 
of  their  Abode  and  abandon  their  Families,  as 
having  had  already  a  Tryal,  and  fhewn  a  Dif- 
Itafte  for  a  military  Life. 
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There  are  many  other  Alterations  and  A~ 

might  be  offered  upon  this 
Subject  of  a  National  Militia ;  but  I  forbear 
going  into  any  more  Particulars,  as  fome  Per- 
fons  of  great  Abilities  and  publick  Spirit  have 
been  defired  to  take  under  their  moft  ferious 
onli  eration,  this  great,  important,  and  necef- 
fary  Eftablifhment,  upon  which  the  Safety  and 
Welfare  of  this  Country  muff  hereafter  depend, 
and  about  which,  therefore,  too  much  Care 
and  Circumfpeftion  cannot  be  employed. 

We  proceed  in  the  laft  Place  to  examine  into 
the  Circumftances  and  Condition  of  the  Labou¬ 
rers  and  Manufacturers  of  this  Kingdom  j  con¬ 
cerning  whom  it  has  been  often  publifhed  in 
Print,  maintained  by  many  eminent  Merchants 
and  Traders,  and  even  afferted  in  the  moft  au- 
guft  Affemblies,  that  the  Price  of  their  Labour 
is  too  high,  which  is  attributed  to  the  Share 
they  pav  of  the  publick  Taxes ;  and  that  this  ad¬ 
vanced  Price  of  Labour  is  the  Caufe  of  the  Di- 

1l  '  /  *  _ 

minution  of  our  Exports ,  and  of  the  Decay  of 
cur  Woollen  and  otner  Manufactures, 

But  as  1  am,  and  always  fhall  be,  an  Advo¬ 
cate  for  the  induftrious  Poor ,  even  in  the  loweft 
Station,  I  mu  ft,  for  the  Sake  of  Truth ,  and  in 
Defence  of  this  ufeful  and  valuable  Race  of  Men, 
heg  Leave  to  differ  even  from  thefe  great  Au¬ 
thorities  ;  and  that  what  I  have  to  offer  on  their 
Behalf  may  be  the  better  underftood,  and  my 
lieafons  be  the  more  clofely  connected ,  I  will, 
with  the  Reader’s  Permiffion,  lay  down  fome 
v  ’;  "  4 '  .  “  Portions 
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Pofitions  that  may  ferve  to  eflablifh  and  fupport 
this  Affertion,  and  fhew  that  it  is  not  the  Effeft 
qf  Singularity,  but  Convidtion. 

In  the  firft  Place  then,  I  fay,  that  a  great 
Diftindtion  is  to  be  made  between  the  Food  and 
Raiment,  which  Solomon  fays  is  fit  and  conveni¬ 
ent  for  us ;  and  the  Bread  of  Idlenejs ,  the 
Nourijhment  of  Luxury ,  which  tends  to  impove - 
rifio,  enervate ,  and  intoxicate.  The  former 
certainly  belongs  of  Rights  to  every  induftrious 
Man,  and  if  he  is  content  with  it,  he  ought  to 
have  it,  upon  that  £reat  Principle,  both  of  Di¬ 
vine  and  Human  Law,  that  the  Labourer  is 
worthy  of  his  Hire  ;  that  is,  of  drawing  a  com¬ 
fortable  Subfiflance,  from  the  Sweat  of  his  Brow, 
and  a  laudable  Application  to  his  Bufinefs.  If 
therefore,  Taxes  do  not  fall  upon  neceffary  Food 
and  Raiment,  and  the  other  is  out  of  the  in- 
dpftrious  Man’s  reach,  then  all  that  I  have  ad¬ 
vanced  in  his  Favour,  is  well  grounded,  and  the 
Price  of  Labour ,  cannot  with  any  Propriety  be 
flifpedled  as  the  Caufe  of  any  fuch  bad  E feels, 
but  they  mud  be  fought  for  elfe  where,  and  no 
longer  charged  upon  Labourers  and  Manufac¬ 
turers. 

In  Refpedl  to  Butchers  Meat,  all  Kinds  of 
Grain,  Roots,  Garden-Stuff,  Fruit,  and  many 
other  Articles  of  Subfiftance,  we  know  very 
well,  that  they  do  not  pay  any  Paxes  at  all,  or 
at  leaf!  any,  that  if  they  were  taken  off,  would 
reduce  the  Price  of  thefe  Things,  or  put  it  in 

the 


[  46  ] 

£ne  Power  of  the  induftrious  Poor,  to  come  at 
them  any  cheaper. 

The  only  Taxes  to  which  thefe  kind  of  Peo¬ 
ple  are  liable,  and  mull  of  neceffity  pay,  are 
thofe  upon  Malt ,  Soap,  Candles,  Leather,  and 
Salt,  the  three  firft  amount  to  a  very  fmall  Sum, 
became  they  are  properly  laid,  that  is,  fo  as  to 
arf  eCt  the  Conjumer  immediately.  Befides,  Wood- 
A dies  in  many  Places,  are  uled  inftead  of  Soap, 
and  ordinary  People,  Labourers  particularly,  ule 
but  a  very  few  Candles.  The  Taxes  on  Leather 
and  Sait  indeed,  fall  much  heavier,  as  palling 
through  more  Hands,  and  efpecially  the  laft,  as 
it  is  neceflary  in  making  Bread,  Butter,  Cheefe, 
Bacon,  &c.  however,  even  thefe,  though  they 
are  rather  too  great  a  Load,  cannot  in  the  Sub- 
fillance  of  a  common  Family,  amount  to  any 
conliderable  Sum. 

It  is  alto  very  true,  that  we  cannot  pronounce 
Strong-Beer,  Spirituous-Liquors,  Tea,  Sugar, 
Tobacco,  and  fome  other  Things  of  foreign 
Growth,  that  might  be  named,  altogether  un- 
neceflary  or  unufed  by  the  common  Sort  of  Peo¬ 
ple.  But  this  may  be  very  truly  faid,  that  no 
Price  of  Labour,  which  l'uch  Families  can  re¬ 
ceive,  will  permit  them,  to  run  into  much  Ex¬ 
cels  in  this  Way. 

The  true  and  reafonable  Price  of  Labour , 
ought  to  correfpond  with  the  Price  of  neceflary 
P rovi/ions,  including  the  Paxes  that  may  lie  up¬ 
on  them,  neither  is  there  any  great  Difficulty, 
in  difcovering,  whether  Labourers  and  Manu¬ 
facturers 
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fadurers  have,  or  have  not,  fuch  a  reafonablc 
Price.  If  they  have  not,  they  will  grow  languid, 
fickly,  and  infirm,  their  Spirits  will  droop,  and 
their  Strength  fail  them  ;  on  the  other  Hand, 
if  they  have  more  than  a  reafonable  Price,  they 
will  grow  idle ,  and  indolent ;  make  Holidays 
and  Saint  Mondays.,  and  become  in  general  a 
drunken  and  debauched  Set  of  Fellows.  But 
then  in  making  this  Judgment,  we  muft  diftin- 
guifh,  between  fuch  as  are  employed  in  the  Arts 
fubfervient  to  Luxury,  and  the  Labourers  and 
Manufadurers,  employed  in  ufeful  and  necelfary 
Trades.  The  former,  for  a  Time,  have  high 
Wages ,  which  generally  fpeaking,  corrupts  their 
Manners.  The  latter  have  a  fixed  and  fettled 
Rate,  and  it  is  by  thefe  only,  that  we  can  frame 
a  right  notion  of  the  Price. 

The  moft  defirable  State  for  the  labouring 
and  manufaduring  Part  of  the  Nation,  is,  that 
they  fhould  be  induftrious,  have  full  Employ¬ 
ment,  and  from  the  Refult  of  their  Labour, 
have  wholefome  Food  and  Raiment,  the  Produce 
of  their  own  Country.  This,  I  fay,  is  what  is 
to  be  wifhed  for,  and  fludied  for  their  Sakes, 
and  that  of  the  Publick. 

I  presume  to  fay  farther,  that  if  all  the 
Paxes  upon  Necefiaries  were  taken  away,  the 
Price  of  Labour  would  not  be  lefi'ened,  but  La¬ 
bour  itfelf  would  be  diminifhed ,  and  thereby  the 
Price  of  Labour  would  be  rather  increafed.  In¬ 
deed  the  Redudion  of  Wages,  is  a  thing  Vifio- 
nary  and  Chimerical,  and  I  defire,  that  thofe 

Perfons 
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Perfons  who  think  otherwife,  will  reduce  the 
Prices  if  they  can',  of  the  Workmen  in  and 
about  this  Metropolis,  where  they  work  only 
five,  and  fome  but  three  or  four  Days  in  a  Week. 
If  this  cannot  be  done,  with  Reiped  to  them, 
"why  fhould  we  think  of  doing  it,  with  Refped 

tp  others,  who  are  better  and  more  ufefully  em¬ 
ployed  ?  >  •  - 

U>ON  .this  Subjed,  I  will  venture  to  Rate  a 
few  Matters  of  Fad:. 

It  has  been  calculated  by  an  Author,  who 
perfedly  •  underflood  the  Subjed  on  which  he 
wrote,  That  a  Puck  of  Wool  made  into  Broad 
Cloth  will  give  full  Employment  to  fifty-eight 
Perfons  for  one  Week,  and  that  their  Labour 
will  amount  to  /event een  Pounds  eighteefaShil- 
hngs,  which  upon  an  Average  is  about  fix  shil¬ 
lings  and  two  Pence. 

That  a  Pack  of  Wool,  made  into  fine  Stuffs* 
Serges,  &c.  will  employ  one  hundred  fifty- eight 
Perfons  for  a  Week,  and  their  Labour  amount 
to  thirty-one  Pounds  twelve  Shillings,  which  is 
about  jour  Shillings'  and  one  Penny  upon  an 
Average . 

That  a  Pack  of  Wool,  made  into  Stockings* 
will  employ  one  hundred  and  fifty  Perfons  for  a 
Week,  and  their  Labour,  amount  to  fifty-three 
Pounds  ten  Shillings,  which  is  about  J'eveti  Shil¬ 
lings  and  two  Pence  a  Week,  and  the  Labour  of 
the  whole,  three  hundred  fixty-fix  Perfons,  is  up¬ 
on  an  Average,  no  more  than  five  Shillings  and 
eight  Pence  per  Week . 

.  I  THOUGHT 


* 
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* 

»  •  I  THOUGHT  it  beft  to  mention  thefe  Calcula^ 

tions,  in  refpeCt  to  the  Woollen  Manufa&ure,  as 
being  the  mod:  Important  and  Extenfive  that 
we  have,  and  therefore,  without  entering  into 
the  Particulars  of  other  Manufactures,  I  fhall 
content  myfelf  with  this  general  Obfervation* 
that  the  Manufacturers  in  any  of  our  Staple  Ar* 
tides,  do  not  upon  an  Average  earn  themfelves, 
their  Wives,  and  Children,  above  ten  Shillings 
a  W ?ek,  and  the  mere  Labourer  not  above  feveti 
Shillings. 

If  we  confider,  that  the  Air  and  Situation 
of  this  Country  as  an  IJland ,  requires  more  fub- 
ftantial  Food  and  warmer  Cloathing,  for  the 
common  Sort  of  People,  than  France  and  fome 
other  Countries,  that  might  be  named,  I  cannot 
conceive,  that  any  Perfon  of  a  humane  Difpofi- 
tion,  and  who  has  a  fincere  Love  for  his  Coun¬ 
try  and  Countrymen,  can  defire  to  fee  the  in- 
duftrious  Poor,  earn  lefs,  than  the  Sums  that 
have  been  before  mentioned. 

Taking  then,  this  to  be  the  Cafe,  the  Ma¬ 
nufacturer  ,  who  fpends  ten  Shillings  a  Week, , 
pays  in  his  Taxes  upon  Malt,  Soap,  Candles, 
Leather,  and  Salt,  according  to  the  ftriCteft 
Calculation  that  can  be  made,  about  eighteen 
Shillings  per  Annum  j  and  as  every  Perfon  ought 
to  contribute  fomewhat,  towards  the  lupport  of 
the  Government,  by  which  he  is  protected,  the 
Proportion  of  fuch  a  Manufacturer  is  very  frnall , 
and  of  Confequence  the  Clog,  that  this  brings 
upon  Trade ,  cannot  be  very  creat. 


There 
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There  are  indeed  Things  which  prefs  har¬ 
der  upon  our  Manufacturers,  and  therefore  it  is 
to  be  wifhed,  they  were  removed.  For  Example, 
the  Credit  they  take  for  fmall  Sums,  and  the  In- 
conveniencies  that  have  arifen  from  Courts  lately 
ereded  in  many  Places,  for  the  Recovery  of  fuch 
fmall  Debts. 

A  most  injurious  Pradice  has  prevailed,  in 
many  of  the  manufaduring  Towns,  to  force  the 
poor  Workman  to  buy  all  his  Provifions,  &c. 
of  his  Employer,  from  Monday  Morning,  to  Sa¬ 
turday  Evening,  and  this  too,  at  a  very  advan¬ 
ced  Price.  I  will  fuppofe  it  to  be  only  jive  per 
Cent,  which,  I  am  afraid,  is  much  lefs  than  is 
commonly  charged.  But  admitting  it  to  be  no 
more,  then  the  poor  working  Man,  for  this 
Loan  of  ten  Shillings,  in  the  Courfe  of  the 
Week,  pays  an  Intereft  of  two  hundred  and  Jix- 
ty  per  Cent,  or  one  Pound  fix  Shillings  per  An¬ 
num,  which  is  confiderably  more,  than  the 
Amount  of  all  his  Taxes.  At  the  fame  time  that 
we  fuppofe  this,  we  muft  alfo  fuppofe,  that  he 
is  flridly  punctual  in  difeharging  his  Debt,  every 
Saturday  Evening ;  for,  if  he  once  falls  under 
the  Denomination  of  a  bad  Paymajler ,  he  is 
from  that  Moment  charged  dearer  for  every 
thing.  At  length  perhaps  he  has  the  trouble 
of  a  Law- Suit  in  one  of  the  new  ereded  Courts , 
where  the  Value  of  his  Time  (which  is  every 
poor  Man’s  Money)  at  leafl  the  Time  of  both  Par¬ 
ties  and  their  Witnejjes,  in  attending  upon  feve- 
ral  Summons’s,  hearing,  paying,  and  receiving 
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Money  at  the  Times  fettled  by  the  Court, 
amounts,  in  many  Inftances,  to  more  than  the 
Sums  recovered,  and  all  this,  is  an  irretrievable 

Lofs,  not  to  the  Parties  only,  but  to  the  Pub- 

lick . 

.  I'r  muft  indeed  be  acknowledged,  that  Suits 
in  the  Courts  of  Wejiminjler-Hall are  attended 
with  a  very  great  Expence,  on  [mall  Sums.  Eut 
though  this  may  ieem  a  Hard/hip,  at  Jirft  Sight, 
yet,  perhaps  the  Inconvenience  it  prevents,  may 
be  greate:  than  any  that  it  may  occasion.  For 
this  is  found  to  bridle  and  redrain,  in  a  'neat 
Meafuie,  that  litigious  Spirit  of  Refentment  and 
Revenge,  which  feems  to  be  too  much  implanted , 

or  rather  is  too  often  infufed  into  the  Minds  of 
the  common  People. 

The  mod  effectual  Remedy  for  this  Evil 
the  only  Way  to  avoid  the  Expence,  and  to 
quench  this  contentious  Spirit,  is  to  take  away 
z\\  Credit  for  Sums  under  five  Pounds }  which 
will  be  an  annual  having  of  an  immenfe  Sum  to 
the  lower  Clafs  of  People.  From  hence,  too, 
their  Betters  may,  if  they  pleafe,  learn  this  ufe- 
ful  Leflon  to  buy  every  Thing  with  ready  Mo, 
ney  and  have  no  Tradefmens  Bills.  In  both 

;  d  esd  r  n?earrl  ^ c  Sreatejl  and  with  the 

cowefi  of  the  People,  a  Angle  Alteration  in  Ma¬ 
nagement  vn\\  fix  the  defired  Regulation  for  their 

f  Tt  ,LC!  them  but  raife  Money  by  any  law¬ 
ful  Method,  to  anfwer  the  Amount  of  their 

Expences,  for  a  Week,  a  Month,  or  any  other 

H  2  given 
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given  Portion  of  T ime,  and  the  fubfequent 
Wages,  Income,  or  Revenue,  will  fupply  ready 
Money  in  Succeffion,  to  anfwer  all  fubfequent 
Demands. 

From  what  has  been  advanced,  I  mud  con- 
fefs  it  appears  clearly  to  me,  that  the  Price  of 
the  Labour  of  the  Sorter,  Dryer,  Scribler,  Car¬ 
der,  Spinner,  Spooler,  Winder,  Quiller,  Burler, 
Scowerer,  Fuller,  Rower,  Shearer,  Racker,  Pref- 
fer,  Thrower,  Doubler,  Comber,  Sizer,  Seamer, 
Trimmer,  Knitter,  or  Weaver,  is  not  too  high, 
neither  can  the  Taxes  paid  by  them  be  the  real 
Caufe  of  any  Decay  in  our  Exports ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  I  think  they  deferve  very  well  all  that 
they  get,  and  ought  to  be  relieved  from  the 
Oppreflion  of  their  Matters,  in  paying  them 
their  Wages  in  Provifions  and  other  Things,  and 
fome  of  them  too  Exotics.  It  was  the  memo¬ 
rable  Saying  of  the  French  King ,  Henry  the 
Fourth ,  that  he  hoped  to  lee  the  Time,  when  a 
Peafant  fhould  have  a  Capon  for  his  Supper. 
For  my  own  Part,  I  am  lo  much  of  his  Mind, 
that  1  canpot  help  wilhing  from  my  Heart,  that 
every  honeft  induftrious  working  Family,  for  it 
is  the  Labour  of  fuch  that  conftitutes  the  Strength 
and  produces  the  Riches  of  this  Nation,  might 
dine  once  a  Week  upon  the  Roajl  BeeJ  and 

Pudding  of  Old  England. 

B  u  t  if  it  fit  op  Id  be  demanded,  what  then 

are  the  real  Caufes  that  our  Manufactures  come 

fo  dear  to  foreign  Markets ;  the  Anfwer  is,  not 

t||e  high  Price  paid  for  the  Labour  of  the  Poor , 

but 
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but  the  Profits,  which  may  be  ft  be  calculated 
from  the  Expences  of  other  Clafles  of  People  ? 
fuch  as  the  Wool-Stapler,  Clothier,  Fador, 
Warehoufe  Man,  Cloth- Worker,  Dyer,  Setter, 
Cloth  Drawer,  Calender,  Hot-Preffer,  Tillet- 
Paimer,  Packer,  Hofier,  Merchant,  Ship-Buil¬ 
der,  Rope-Maker,  Sail-Maker,  Ship-Chandler, 
Anchor-Smith,  and  many  other  Tradefmen, 
concerned  in  fitting  out  Ships,  mod  of  which 
live  in  this  or  fome  other  great  Town  at  a  high 
Expence,  many  keeping  Country-Houfes,  and 
who,  notwithftanding  all  this,  exped  to  leave 
large  Eftates  to  their  Families. 

I  would  by  no  means  be  underftood,  to  caft 
by  this  any  the  leaft  Refledion  on  thefe  ufeful 
and  valuable  Members  of  Society,  for  whom  I 
have  the  greateft  Honour,  Efteem,  and  Re- 
fped ;  what  I  have  faid,  I  have  faid  from  a 
Arid  Regard  to  T ruth,  and  mean  by  it  no  more 
than  an  Admonition  to  thole  who  live  by  Com¬ 
merce,  to  conlider  how  that  Commerce ,  and  of 
Confequence  their  Livelihood  by  it,  and  that  of 
their  Pofierity,  brought  up  to  fome  or  other 
of  thefe  Trades,  may  be  mod  effedually  main¬ 
tained  and  preferved. 

When  the  Trade  of  this  Nation  was  in  it’s 
Infancy,  our  Anceftors  nurfed  it  with  the  utmoft 
Care,  the  mod  indefatigable  Induftry,  and  by  a 
frugal,  or  rather  parfimonious,  Manner  of  Liv¬ 
ing.  As  we  had  then  few  or  no  Competitors, 
it  grew  furprizingly  faff,  and  brought  immenfe 

Treafures  into  the  Kingdom.  As  our  Mer¬ 
chants 
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theTfmm  T',nqn- became  opulent, 

{heir  F  18  natUru  t0  °Ur  Nati0n’  increafed 
their  Expences  as  they  extended  their  Com 

merce  j  which  was  laudable  in  them  .  for  it  is 

right  for  every  Man  to  live  fuitably  to  his  In 

come,  as  it  is  dilhonert  for  any  Perfon  to  exceed 

M# 

1  sincerely  wifh,  that  our  Merchants  might 
live  like  Princes, ,  and  our  Traders  as  if  they 
were  the  Rulers  of  the  Earth ■,  but  at  this  Time 
when  every  Nation  in  Europe  is  fetting  up,  or 
endeavouring  to  fet  up,  Manufactures  in  Oppo- 
iit.ion  1°  °urs>  are  inclined  to  rival  us  in  our  fo- 
reign  Trade,  and  in  order  to  this,  pradife  the 
fame  Methods  that  our  Anceftors  did  there 
feems  to  be  an  abfolute  Neceffity,  if  we  reallv 
mean  to  preferve  it,  to  lay  afide  the  Articles  of 
J°reiS.nn  Luxury,  and  return  to  the  old  plain 
EnghJJj  Way  of  living,  which  will  bring  with  it 
Peace  of  Mmd,  Health  of  Body,  an  Augmen- 
tation  of  People,  an  Increafe  of  Shipping  and 
Navigation,  and  a  Revival  of  our  Manufactures 
and  Commerce,  in  Spite  of  all  the  Arts  that  can 
be  ujed  to  deprefs  the  one,  or  to  curtail  the  other. 
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